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Cromford Parish Council 
Cromfordparishcouncil.org.uk 

Minutes of a meeting of Cromford Parish Council held in the  
Cromford Institute, Cromford. 

Wednesday 16 October 2024 at 7.30pm 

 
Present: Councillors: M Birch (Chair); R Boyack; I Page; K Mitchell, P Ashley and R Walsh;  
Sian Bacon (Clerk), and 3 parishioners.  
 
24/9.1 Apologies for Absence 

 
Cllrs C Gould, Murphy (DCC) and Whitehead (DDDC) gave their apologies.  
  
24/9.2 Co-option of new councillors  
There were no candidates for Councillor at this time. This will be advertised in the next newsletter.  
 
24/9.3 Election of new Vice Chair 
It was RESOLVED to elect Cllr Walsh as Vice Chair. 
 
24/9.4 Variation to the order of business 
It was RESOLVED to vary the order of business to move Christmas arrangements and Remembrance 
Day to immediately after the Public Participation.  
 
24/9.5 Declaration of Members Interests 
Cllr Birch declared an interest in the Community Centre as a trustee.  
 
24/9.6 Public Participation 
The Christmas Lantern parade was raised by a resident  
 
Remembrance Day was raised and it was reported that there is no PA available due to its late return 
after the last service. Mrs Taylor-Wilde offered to loan hers and provide the generator.   
 
It was RESOLVED to suspend standing order 3f for the Christmas Arrangements and Remembrance 
Day items to allow the public to speak.  
 
24/9.7 Christmas Arrangements  
 
It was RESOLVED to hold the lantern parade and light switch on Saturday 30th. The lights will go up 
on the weekend of the 23rd and 24th  
 
A plan for the lights will be presented at the next meeting.  
 
24/9.8 Remembrance Day  
 
It was noted that the RBL for Cromford had disbanded and would not be organising the 
Remembrance Day this year. It was agreed that Cllr Birch will contact the institute regarding the PA. 
Cllr Page will provide a PA and speakers for the day. The Clerk will contact the priest from St Mary’s 
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and the school to begin organising the service. It was agreed the volunteers will meet on Tuesday 
29th to organise the poppies being placed.  
 
It was RESOLVED to resume standing order 3f at this point.  
 
24/9.9 Minutes of the previous meetings 

 
The Council RESOLVED to accept the minutes of the previous meetings held on Wednesday 18th 

September 2024, as true record of those meetings. They were signed by the Chair.  

24/9.10 Matters arising from the previous meeting (non decision making) 
 

a. Meeting with DDDC Officers – the Clerk has contacted the officer but not had a 

response as of yet. She will chase this up with Cllr Whitehead (DDDC).  

 

24/9.11 Reports  
 

a. Footpaths 

None 

b. Speedwatch 

Mrs Bowman sent the following report via the Clerk: 

We finally managed to organise a speedwatch session which actually went ahead - no roadworks, 
no torrential rain & the police had done their bit by registering us and giving us a reference. This 
took place on the afternoon of Tuesday 15th October. The team was joined by a new recruit as an 
observer as he is still to undergo formal police training.  

The session was not without incident as we "lost" about 15 minutes of the hour long session - some 
of you may have noticed the steam traction engine going up The Hill at just after 3pm. Needless to 
say we had just set up when it appeared in the distance, but it wasn't speeding and neither were 
any of the vehicles in the very long queue behind it.! After a time we realised how long that queue 
was and decamped to the other side of the road to do most of the monitoring. As a result only 7 
cars in total exceeded 36mph, plus one very antisocial driver who overtook (!!) the car in front of 
him at the quarry entrance. Of course that car obscured our view of the number plates of the 
offending car, so sadly we could not report him. 

We hope to have another session in the next month, although half term always reduces the 
numbers of the team available as they undertake grandparent duties. 

c. Station Volunteers  

Cllr Boyack gave the following report are continuing to meet attended EMR station Volunteers two 
weeks ago EMR serve 65 stations. Good presentations and ideas to look at implementing in 
Cromford. Nothing from CC about replacing Alistair Morley.  

d. Planting  

Mrs Bowman sent the following report via the Clerk: 
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Over the past couple of days or so, Barbara Bowman & Sue Mosley have carried out the winter 
planting of: 

a) the 2 flower towers in the Market Place 

b) the stone trough at The Hill and Hawthorn Drive junction 

c) the trough under the noticeboard at the above 

d) around the Scarthin War Memorial  

Some of the polyanthus are from last year having been planted in Barbara Bowman's allotment 
over the summer to bulk up. 

Some of the new planting in the stone trough is perennial (Xmas rose and heucheras), so will 
probably be over summered in the allotment and possibly divided for next year. 

It was noted that the waterer will be ready for next year.  

24/9.12 Tourist Map Design 

Cllr Mitchell put forward the options for the tourist map.  

It was RESOLVED to move forward with the same style map of the Derwent Heritage site and a QR 

code will be placed on the map to link to a webpage containing the local businesses and other 

information on the village.  

Cllr Birch will move the donated map stand to the Community Centre for storage.  

24/9.13 Tourist Map Location 

It was RESOLVED to look at placing the map on the old BT phone box site next to the chip shop.  

24/9.14 Tourist Map Costs 

It was RESOLVED to spend up to £5000 on the Tourist map.  

24/9.15 Village Taskforce Formation 

Cllr Page will discuss the proposal of a taskforce for Cromford with residents who are currently 

regularly litter picking round the village.  

24/9.16 Staffing Committee Member 

It was RESOLVED to elect Cllr K Mitchell to the Staffing Committee.  

24/9.17 Village Matters  

a. Hedges, roads and drains – The memorial gardens need some work. Cllr Birch will look at 

it in the morning. 

b. 2024 Snow Warden Scheme - It was agreed to join the scheme and Cllr Birch will review 

the grit bins.  
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24/9.18 Outside bodies: 

a. Cromford Institute – None 

b. Cromford Community Centre – it was noted that the bar manager and director of the 
limited company is leaving. 

c. Celebrating Cromford Representative – It was RESOLVED that Cllr Mitchell would be the 
new celebrating Cromford representative. Cllr Mitchell reported that apple day had been 
a success and she would send a piece in for the newsletter.  

d. Derwent Valley Mills Heritage – Nothing to report.  
 

24/9.19 Communications 
a. Outsourcing of Newsletter Delivery – it was RESOLVED to outsource the delivery of the 

magazine to the Peak Advertiser. Thanks were given to Cllr Mitchell for organising the 
delivery of the latest edition.  

b. Newsletter Content –  The Clerk reported that the deadline for the newsletter was the 8th 
November.  

c. Council Facebook Page – It was reported that the Facebook page was working fine and 
there were no problems with it.  
 

24/9.20 Planning Decisions: 

a. 24/00789/FUL - Erection of single storey side and rear extension - Culver Croft Lea Road 

Cromford Bridge Derbyshire DE4 5JJ – No objection 

 

24/9.21 Training – it was RESOLVED that Cllrs Birch, Walsh and Mitchell would attend 

planning training in January when DALC organises a date.  

 

24/9.22 Finance & Administration 

a. Balance in the Bank – It was RESOLVED to accept the presented financial report  
b. Budget Monitoring – It was RESOLVED to accept the budget monitoring as presented  
c. Items for approval and payment at this meeting - It was RESOLVED to pay all items listed 

below. 

 
 

24/9.23 Items for information 
a. Ball eye quarry open day – Cllr Walsh attended the day and noted that the pecker can no 

longer be heard and starts work at 9am. They are using four electric lorries that go as far 
as Northampton and are charged on site. It was a good turnout.  

 
24/9.24 Correspondence 

Invoices for payment in October 2024

Clerk's Wages 606.75

Footpath Wardens Wages 188.20

L Mckenzie - Magazine 750.00

DALC - Training 295.00

O Sturt - Footpath Repairs 550.00

B Bowman - Planting 93.92

Spotless 180.00

S Mosley - Planting 20.00

HMRC - PAYE 53.40

Total Payments 2,737.27£ 
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a. Memrap are holding a meeting on the 25th October - Cllr Walsh will attend.  

 

 

 

24/9.25 Parish Council Calendar 
Parish Council Meetings 

• Wednesday 20th November 2024 at 6.00pm in the Cromford Institute – Finance Committee 

Meeting 

• Wednesday 20th November 2024 at 7.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Ordinary Meeting 

• Wednesday 18th December 2024 at 7.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Ordinary Meeting 

• Wednesday 15th January 2025 at 6.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Finance Committee 

Meeting 

• Wednesday 15th January 2025 at 7.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Ordinary Meeting 

• Wednesday 19th February 2025 at 6pm in the Cromford Institute – Quarry Liaison 

• Wednesday 19th February 2025 at 7.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Ordinary Meeting 

• Wednesday 19th March 2025 at 6.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Staffing Meeting 

• Wednesday 19th March 2025 at 7.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Ordinary Meeting 

• Wednesday 16th April 2025 at 6.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Finance Committee 

Meeting 

• Wednesday 16th April 2025 at 7.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Ordinary Meeting 

• Wednesday 21st May 2025 at 6pm in the Cromford Institute – Annual Parish Meeting 

• Wednesday 21st May 2025 at 6.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Annual Parish Council 

Meeting 

• Wednesday 21st May 2025 at 7.30pm in the Cromford Institute – Ordinary Meeting 

 

24/9.26 Date of next meeting 

• The next meeting will take place on Wednesday 20th November 2024 at 7.30pm in the 
Cromford Institute.  
 

 
Signed…………………………………………………………………. Dated……………………………………………………………… 

 


