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This piece is always the last to be written to ensure it is up to date.  As I write 
the news is full of discussions about the ‘roadmap’ out of the lockdown 
announced by the Prime Minister a couple of days ago.  To keep in the 
transport vein I have heard several people say, “At last we can see some light 
at the end of the tunnel”.  It will certainly be good to come out of the Covid 
tunnel into the light of whatever the ‘new normal’ is going to be.  In the 
meantime remember the mantra: “Hands, Face Space”. 

I’ve had my first vaccination, and, like many others I have spoken to, felt no ill 
effects.  I would encourage all our residents to take up the offer when it 
becomes available to your age group unless there is a significant medical 
reason why you cannot.  My reason is that the major discussion just now has 
been about the possibility of ‘vaccine passports’ being required for many 
activities.   

If you have a problem with attending one of the vaccination surgeries then 
please get in touch and we will try and help with transport.  

The main topics of telephone calls and emails have not been about Covid and 
vaccinations though.  They have been about noisy and speeding vehicles, 
inconsiderate parking, dirty lorries and roads, and dog fouling on footpaths, 
particularly those from Intake Lane to Barnwell Lane, Market Place to North 
street and the pedestrian section of Bedehouse Lane.  Dog faeces can contain 
parasites that cause illness and blindness in children.  “Bag It and Bin It “ is 
what the signs say and bags can be put in any of the waste bins around the 
village.   

All these issues have been raised with the relevant authorities and will be 
pursued over the coming weeks. 

Our thanks this month to Don Sturt for the provision of the Christmas tree in the 
memorial gardens,  Dave Kay and Ian Page for setting up the new LED lights 
and Russ Boyack for arranging purchase of the lights and the licence. 

 

Finally, but most importantly, I have the sad 
responsibility to report the death of Joyce Pawley, one of 
our District Councillors as well as a former  Cromford 
Parish Councillor.    

Joyce will be greatly missed for her compassionate and 
caring response to so many that came to her for help.  
Our thoughts and prayers are with her husband Chris 
and the wider family as they meet this sad and 
unexpected loss   
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An important part of the view or spoiling the view? Part 3 

In the September 2020 Newsletter Cromford residents were asked to consider a resident’s wish 
that the trees fronting Scarthin be removed. The overwhelming majority of responses 
suggested that the trees be thinned out, especially removing self seeded saplings. 

 

After Parish Councillors met with Derbyshire Dales DC Tree and Landscape it was discovered 
that some of the trees have been affected by Ash dieback, and the Elm is also diseased. The 
Parish Council submitted a request for tree work to be done based on that meeting, and a 
report on the trees affected was in the December newsletter. (An important part of the view or 
spoiling the view? Part 2) 

 

Derbyshire Dales DC have since responded saying that this work is not in their current works 
program. 

 

Since receipt of their response we have learned that the District Council have appointed a 
specialist to deal with the Ash dieback in the area, with the Via Gellia woodlands being 
particularly badly affected.  We expect that any programme  will include the Millpond (aka The 
Dam) area.  Local landowners with affected Ash trees are asked to contact the District Council 
for advice. 

Cromford Playgroup 
Hello everyone from Cromford Playgroup,  

We hope everyone is safe, well, and feeling more positive about what the future brings.  

Here at Cromford Playgroup we have been busy stimulating the young minds of the village and 
surrounding areas. This past couple of weeks we have been focusing on a range of different 
areas of learning, including garden birds, dinosaurs, hospitals and our local area where we have 
been out for several walks exploring the local scenery. We are really proud of the children's 
involvement in all areas, especially as they have been able to identify most garden birds by 
image and on our trips around the village! We have also made our own bird feeders and 
explained the method to all parents whose children aren't currently attending so they could still 
feel involved in playgroup activities. We have placed the bird feeders in our own outdoor area 
and also gave them to Gracie's grandparents, Jean and Clifford Slack. We have been using our 
online service called Tapestry in order to keep in touch with children and parents who aren't 
attending, we have found this vital in order to keep the relationship between key worker and child 
and key worker and parent. We have also used this app to demonstrate activities that parents 
can replicate at home to keep their children busy!  

Fundraising is still underway, and is still a critical part of playgroups survival. Although we 
haven't been able to fundraise in the same format, we have adapted. The 150 club is ongoing 
and continues to provide Playgroup with vital funds. We have also received a very generous 
donation from Taylor-Wilde Chocolatier, which has enabled us to invest in two antibacterial mist 
guns which is an investment for the setting. This allows us to maintain a safe and clean 
environment for the children, parents and staff of the setting. 

We are working very closely with the government guidelines and early years alliance to ensure 
the upmost safety for everyone at the setting. We have spaces available for 2 - 4 year olds, and 
offer 30 hour funding for those eligible.  

Our opening times are - Monday to Friday - 8:30-3:00. If you feel that we could help support your 
child and offer the best start to their education please don't hesitate to contact us on: 
07905937371 or email us @ cromfordplaygroup666@gmail.com. We will be happy answer any 
enquries. We also have Facebook - Cromford Playgroup and Instagram - 
Cromfordpreschoolplaygroup where you could alternately contact us or explore our page.    



Page 3 News from around the Millpond 

We have a Botany 
Bay in Cromford, now 
the Cromford flag has 
reached ‘down under’. 

This photo was 
recently taken on the 
Queensland coast by 
family members of 
Clem Wilson.  

This is  world famous 
beach for surfers in 
Australia and enjoys 
warm weather all year 
round. 

Another photo involving Clem and his 
family in a more obscure way! 

Mount Pleasant, Scarthin can now be 
found more easily by delivery drivers 
as a new name plate has recently 
been mounted on the wall adjacent to 
Clem’s property. 

Above: Lea Road landslip 

Right: Station Volunteers take a break 
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Derbyshire Dales District Council      Cllr Garry Purdy 

 The Covid 19 virus continues to affect daily lives and business. Unfortunately Serco staff tested positive 
which impacted upon the collection of your waste bins and for that we can only apologies and hope you 
bear with us whilst arrangements are made for a catch up: and then Storm Darcy disrupted collections 
also. I can only assure you that staff are doing their very best to catch up with collections. 

Whilst Derbyshire Dales has been low on the number of Coronavirus cases, the baseline is very much 
higher than in the March Lockdown of last year, and this has been the case throughout the Country. 

You will be aware from the news that the Vaccine programme is progressing extremely well and on 
target, with the news just released that people aged 65yrs and over can apply for vaccination. 

My Wife and I attended Derby Arena last month and we were extremely impressed with the manner in 
which it was run, the efficiency and safety measures in place.  If you access the NHS website to book 
your vaccination you will be offered a choice of sites to attend. 

There is much work taking place behind the scenes to try and deal with the economic and health 
concerns over the pandemic. 

All Authorities in Derbyshire including the Police, Fire, Ambulance and representatives of the business 
sector hold regular meetings to deal with the many aspects affecting daily life such as the loss of 
business, closing of businesses, loss of employment, the giving out of business and employment grants, 
together with dealing with health and morbidity factors including mental health. 

Whilst we do not want to be in this situation I have to say that it is inspirational to witness the many front 
line workers coming together to help get us through this crisis. 

We are even planning for the gradual opening up of normal life and the expectancy that there will be a 
‘bounce back’ from the public wanting to get out and spend their money.  In this regard Derbyshire Dales 
and the Peak District are well placed for the thought that many more people will holiday and take a break 
in this Country rather than go abroad. 

The Government have now announced the next phase of this plan, but it is still very much dependent 
upon people still maintaining the oft repeated advice with regard to Face Masks, Social Distancing, 
Washing Hands, and this is still very relevant even if you have had your first vaccine jab. 

Cromford Roads News  

Traffic Monitor:  Residents may have noticed that there was a traffic monitor camera near the 
Hawthorne Drive junction with The Hill in October.   This was placed to monitor traffic following 
the request by the Parish Council for a Pelican Crossing near the spot where Daphne has 
served for many years as Cromford ‘lollipop lady’.  The Highways department of Derbyshire 
County Council have now informed us that the amount of foot traffic crossing the road at this 
point does not meet the criteria for the installation of traffic control measures.   

There was very little evidence of pedestrians crossing there apart from at school times.  This 
remains a dangerous time for children.  We understand that a school crossing patrol will be 
maintained at this point so will continue to monitor the situation. 

Cromford Community Speedwatch:   Several volunteers have now undertaken training for 
Cromford Speedwatch and we have been allocated funds for the purchase of our own speed 
gun and other necessary equipment.  Once the Covid restrictions are lifted we will be out and 
about in the approved locations. 

volunteers.   While drivers cannot be prosecuted for speeding as a result of our Community 
Speedwatch reports to the Police, there are other consequences particularly if the same 
vehicle is reported on more than one occasion.  We understand that these might include 
vehicle safety and road-worthiness checks. 

Snow Wardens: Finally, our thanks to the many residents who went out in the snow, or after it, 
and cleared the pavements.  I can remember snow in June one year, but hopefully we have 
seen the last or at least the worst of it for this year and you can put your snow shovels and salt 
pot back in the store.  The snowdrops and daffodils seem to be indicating that spring is here.   



 

Lea Road Closure 

Residents will have noted that there is now no access for pedestrians, cyclists and horses  through the 
road closure on Lea Road which is due to the landslip there.  Road works have commenced and work 
is expected to take up to sixteen weeks as the river bank is stabilised, essential services checked and 
the road re-laid.    

Some repatching of the road surface near Woodend, and of the pavement on the Lea Bridge side of 
the closure has already taken place.  Vegetation has been cleared from the roadside for the whole of 
the length except inside the work area.  We also expect some work to be carried out on the walls on 
the stretch of road before the station.     

Many residents have enjoyed the ability to walk along the road on a circular route that includes 
Cromford Canal.  One local resident has proposed that the Parish Council explore the possibility of 
occasional closure of the road as a leisure amenity.  An example of this type of closure can be found in 
the Goyt Valley. 

The suggestion is that the road is closed to all motor traffic on one Sunday per month.  The closure 
would be along the same stretch as during the current closure: closed after the entrance to the Wharf 
Car Park at Lea Bridge and at the junction with Station Approach at the Cromford end. This closure 
would be with the exception of service buses and local residents. 

Councillor Irene Ratcliffe has asked Derbyshire County Council Highways department to comment on 
the feasibility of a closure of this nature, but we would also be interested to hear what residents of 
Cromford, Lea Road and Lea Bridge think.  

Cromford Community Association and CCA Members Bar LTD 

Annual Report 

Due to Covid restrictions we have been unable to convene our AGM, we will arrange this when safe to 
do so.  HMRC have put back our accounts submission date to the end of March.  All are up to date, 
and with our accountants Mills and Black 

Over the last few years we have been negotiating an asset transfer from Derbyshire Dales District 
Council.  Although we exchanged contracts in 2019 we were finally registered as the Freeholder in  
February this year due to rights of way and land ownership issues, this includes the public toilets we we 
have taken over to prevent their closure.  Although the documents were signed by two trustees they  
were signed on behalf of the community, it is the community that owns the centre which means 
everybody within the parish of Cromford.  There is an old adage “use it or lose it”. Everybody is 
welcome 

Management Structure  

Trustees, are the overriding vehicle to manage the Centre on behalf of the community.  We need at 
least two more trustees, unpaid but of good character, committee members who can help with 
organizing events, fundraising and bring in new ideas on how to get the best out of the facilities                              

I hope that when we convene our next AGM we will have a good response, in the meantime if you 
would like to know more about what is involved do not hesitate to contact me. 

CCA Members bar Ltd 

This is a not for profit company owned by the community association and managed by directors 
(unpaid) again we need at least one more director.  The Members Bar is under the day to day 
supervision of the bar manager. 

Over the last two years we have carried out extensive remodeling and  re-decorating, of the entire 
building.   (Photos page 6) We are installing disability access equipment and disabled toilets, including 
hearing loops, to make the Centre accessible to everybody.   Our new telephone no is 01629 356676 
and we have free wi-fi.   

Finally, I would like to give thanks to everybody who has to has helped me not only to man the bar but 
with decorating, building work, and being there when needed.  These include: 

Aly McCormick (bar manager and licensee), Diane Evans, Mark Squires, Mark has spent hundreds of 
hours in the last three years mostly on a volunteer basis on building work, decorating, and plumbing (if 
you are looking for a builder he is your man).  As a builder I cannot recommend him enough.  Sue 
Wickes  (book-keeper), 

Mills and Black accountants, Loveday solicitors, and Derbyshire Dales District Council for all their help 
and advice. 

Mike Tomlinson (chairman of trustees) 
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Aerial view of the Mill complex in 
snow by Rod Kirkpatrick 

 

Cromford Community Centre 
improvements 
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Message from the Mill – Eleanor Gunn, Informal Learning Programmer, Cromford Mills 

At the time of writing, cold rain batters our windows and the mill yard lies empty and bereft of visitors. 
Our gates are once again closed in line with government restrictions. But, there are snowdrops poking 
their heads up on the bank below Rock House, and vaccines are being rolled out across the country. 
We hope for a better year this year and are making plans accordingly. 

Funnily enough, historical anniversaries don’t seem to take global pandemics into account, so we still 
have a lot to celebrate this year! It’s 250 years since Arkwright built his first mill at Cromford. That’s 250 
years of the Industrial Revolution, and 250 years of inspiring ingenuity! We are looking forward to 
special events, online talks and new interpretation to celebrate the global impact of Arkwright’s unique 
blend of waterpower, workforce, and wondrous machines. 2021’s significance does not end there either 
– we will also be marking 20 years of World Heritage Site status with our friends up and down the 
Derwent Valley. Look out for Georgian weekends, outdoor theatre, and exciting online content. The best 
place to keep up to date with all that is coming is our website: cromfordmills.org.uk/events.  

One regular event that will be returning will be our popular Arkwright Society lectures - now moved 
online to escape the pandemic! Put the fourth Thursday of every month in your diary, and get ready to 
settle down in front of the computer with a brew, a biscuit or two, and a curious brain. In March, Derby-
based artist Bob Moulder will be exploring the Enlightenment through the works of Joseph Wright, and 
in April, Philip Parkin will be delving into Marvel’s Mill and the roller spinning machines that came before 
Arkwright’s. Tickets will be available on We Got Tickets for just £5. 

We also hope our socially-distanced markets will be able to return. Government guidelines permitting, 
we will have a monthly bazaar on the first Sunday of every month, starting on April 4th. Our artisan 
markets will also kick off in April, on Sunday 18th. These will repeat every month on the 3rd Sunday. 
Whether you’re looking for something particular, or just fancy browsing, we’d love to see you there. 

The Arkwright Society have engaged the services of Derwent Hydro Power to carry out a feasibility 
study to look at reinstating hydro power into the original wheelpit at Cromford Mills and options for hydro 
power in Cromford Village. The project is funded by the Rural Community Energy Fund (RCEF) through 
the Midlands Energy Hub, Nottingham City Council. The initial findings show that the water flow rates 
over the large wheel pit at Cromford Mills could provide sufficient flow to power a small 25kw turbine. 
Work still continues to review hydro power in the village, either from the small weir at the eastern corner 
of the Greyhound Pond or via the refurbishment of the small 12kw hydro at the Corn Mill, above 
Walkers garage. If anyone would like any further information on this project, please contact Simon Gill 
(sgill@arkwrightsociety.org.uk). 

Finally, some of you might have spotted some Georgian ladies filming around the village in January – 
we are thrilled to be taking our education offer online with a series of Meet the Mill Worker videos for 
schools. Check out cromfordmills.org.uk/learning for a sneak peak, and do share with any teachers you 
know! 

Wishing you all the best for the months ahead, 

Eleanor Gunn  (Photo of the Mill Complex in snow—page 6)  

Quarry Liaison 

The Quarry Liaison Committee were able to meet online since the last newsletter.  Slinter and Dene 
Quarries were able to report their actions since the last meeting in September.  These include 
significant improvements to reduce the amount of impact on the village roads through improvement to 
the wheelwash, haul roads within Dene Quarry and an increase in sweeper activity. It is also planned 
that regular cleaning of the pavements around the quarry has been commissioneda nd should have 
commenced by now..   

Spillage of limestone and dust, and especially constituents of concrete, on the roads remains a 
problem, particularly from vehicles arriving in the village down the Via Gellia.  Environmental Health 
are reminding operators outside our Committee area (Cromford, Bonsall and Middleton) that all 
vehicles should be sheeted and properly loaded. 

Un-sheeted lorries should be reported to the Police and the Driver Vehicle Standards Agency by giving 
them the date, time, location and registration details.  They cannot act without evidence and are also 
unlikely to act unless they are made aware that this is a major problem. 



Contact Details 

Clerk to the Council: Dawn Land 01773 831025 

Email: cromfordparishcouncil@hotmail.com 

Parish Councillors  

Chairman:  Cllr. Jeremy Beckett Cllr.  822659 

Cllr. Barbara Bowman    822889 

Cllr. Russ Boyack              823111  

Cllr. Matthew Birch  07967 237 613  

Cllr. Alistair Fraser   824175 

Cllr. Jenny March  07939 764046  

Cllr. Sue Mosley   822924 

Cllr. Mike Nutting      07956192015  

Cllr Kate Wakefield    820915 
 

There remains one vacancy. 

Parish Footpath Officer: John Mee   

Derbyshire Dales District Councillor: 

Cllr. Garry Purdy   823636  

 

Derbyshire Dales Offices  761100 

Derbyshire County Councillor: 

Cllr. Irene Ratcliffe    

Derbyshire County Council Hotline 

    0845 6058058  

This newsletter is published by Cromford Parish Council.  It is edited by Councillor Jeremy Beckett and contributions and 
suggestions would be welcomed for future editions.   

Contact Us 
Please use telephone numbers above 
or reply slip below to contact a 
member of the Parish Council 

 Name _____________________________________ 

Contact Details _______________________________________ (Please give an address in 
Cromford, an email address or a telephone number for one of the councillors to contact you) 

 

I would like to speak to a Councillor about _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Signed _________________________ 

Please return to Cllr. J. Beckett, 43, Market Place, Cromford       

Cromford Station Volunteers 

The station volunteers are continuing to meet twice a 
month albeit with reduced numbers. We are limited to 

a maximum of 6 volunteers at any one time.   

We have had  to cancel two sessions due to bad 

weather. (Photo page 3) 

All sessions currently revolve round tidying up the 

station approach and platform. The other major 

activity is cutting back undergrowth on the banking and 

stacking it to provide a wildlife refuge. 

We hope soon to be able to place old railway sleepers 

between the edge of the footpath and the banking to 

help prevent erosion of the banking and run off onto 

the path, and also have wildflower plans for the area at 

the foot of the station steps, and hope to have 

wildflower planters installed on the platform. 

Footpaths 

Footpath C13 — Dene Hollow  

 Footpath C13 is partly in Cromford Parish and 
partly in Middleton Parish.  It has been diverted 
for some time due to restoration work in Dene 
Hollow by Tarmac.   

It does not seem feasible to re-instate the path 
exactly to its old route and some discussions 
have already taken place about the route that 
should be taken.  Before the route is decided 
there are further discussions proposed in which 
the two Parish Councils will participate.  

Footpath C30—Bow Wood Lane  

The Parish Council have requested that the stiles 
on this footpath be repaired as they are becoming 
unsafe.  This is particularly the case with the stile 
used to exit the field onto the metalled road up to 
Castletop.  We are hoping this work will be done 
soon . 


