News from
around the
Millpond

Chair’s Report —

Barbara Bowman

Hello everyone,
Welcome to our first fully digital newsletter. We do not feel it is safe to
have a paper edition printed and distributed by our volunteers (many of
whom are busy doing other voluntary work). So, we decided to publish
in this way rather than wait for lockdown to be lifted.
So much had changed since our last edition – of course almost all the
events planned have had to be cancelled or postponed to an as yet
unknown date.
Instead volunteers from all over the village have been helping their
neighbours, friends and family whether “officially” via one of the
volunteer groups or as an individual doing a good turns in shopping,
dog walking, collecting prescriptions or keeping in touch whether via
“Zoom”, a telephone call or a distant chat over a socially distanced
garden wall or across the other side of the street. Thanks to everyone,
but especially to Claire Elcock and Neighbourhood Watch who set the
ball rolling right from the start. Go to Cromford Neighbourhood Watch
Facebook page for up to date news.
We are so grateful to those who have continued to work – in the NHS –
in social care – and in our local shops and PO. Without them it is
difficult to imagine how life would have carried on. We are forever in
their debt and it is impossible to adequately put into words our thanks
for their hard work, fortitude and bravery over the past weeks.
And let us not forget the people who have died, or been seriously ill and
are making a slow and sometimes painful recovery both in the village
and amongst our friends and relations elsewhere. Our thoughts must be
with them.
We have been relatively speaking “lucky” so far compared to some
parts of the country but it is going to be many weeks, possibly months
before life is back to “normal” and we must not drop our guard and let
the virus back in. So I urge everyone to be patient and follow guidelines
on meeting people and travel.
Can we also give our thanks to Dene Quarry for the aggregate and
Bradley Bothers for the haulage so the Community Centre could have
their boules pitch re-laid.
Finally, wishing everyone a summer with increasingly brighter prospects
and let us hope that our late summer / early autumn newsletter is full of
good news.
Cromford Parish Council Website:
http://www.cromfordparishcouncil.org.uk/
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CROMFORD SCHOOL NEWS
Whilst Cromford Primary is closed to pupils, children
of key workers are going to the The Hub at
Wirksworth Junior School. Staff from Cromford are
working at the school (on a rota basis). The
children are having lots of fun at The Hub, doing lots
of crafts (see the rainbow a group made). They are
also exploring the Forest Schools area. Our
teachers are busy putting together work for children
online and paper copies of worksheets etc, this
includes maths, literacy and reading. Staff are also
contacting parents and children to check how things
are going. Staff have a virtual meeting once a
week.
Finally, the staff wanted to say how much they are
missing all the children and their families. Stay safe
and well.

Photos of rainbows that have been produced by
children and staff and even a crocheted rainbow
from a member of the School's knitting club.
Have a look around as you walk around the village
and see some of the other rainbows produced by
the children.

Plant Sale in May — Saturday 9th May.

Cancelled
Hello all, Since we haven't been able to have a plant sale this coming Saturday I have some
plants (mainly peppers) which are free to good homes.
First come first served

Barbara Bowman
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Derbyshire Dales District Council

Cllr Joyce Pawley

Spring has come and nearly gone and we are still in partial hibernation. If you can get out do
take a walk in Rose End Meadows nature reserve above Hawthorne Drive. There are fields
and fields of wild flowers there, some quite rare. The swathes of varied blues created by bluebells are a gift to lift the spirits. When the sun comes out I shall go back with my camera to put
together a photographic collage for next spring's front cover of Dales Matters. It's always good
to think ahead positively.
Your District Council officers have been doing a sterling job during the lockdown period getting
additional services out there to the vulnerable and fighting to keep normal services moving forward during a time of depleted staffing resources. I thank them for that.
Early in the crisis Councillors voted to delegate most everyday decisions to senior officers as it
was no longer practical to hold Council meetings. Of course there remained important matters
that needed reporting to members and our Chief Executive has been keeping us all up to date
frequently.
We have all had training on Zoom and I am pleased to say that within the next two weeks any
outstanding matters which require member involvement will be discussed during a virtual meeting. Members of the public will not be invited to join the meeting itself but will be able to read
the agenda on the District Council's website and make their views known via email or by letter.
Finally can I mention once again my Facebook page Masson Matters. I am trying to put as
much information on there to cover as many aspects/ organisations which might help during
this difficult period.
Keep well.
Ring or contact me if you have worries. Joyce
01629 825431
joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Rose End Meadows 28th April 2020
Cromford Hydro Feasibility Study
The Arkwright Society (AS), Cromford Mills are delighted to announce that in May 2020 they
were awarded a grant from the Rural Community Energy Funds (RCEF) to carry out a feasibility study to look at the possibility of harnessing water power for Cromford Village and the
Mills.
This is a great opportunity for the Community of Cromford and the Mills to work together and
hopefully harness power from the water.
This project goals are:
1. To Reinstate a waterwheel (first installed by Sir Richard Arkwright in 1776) providing
hydroelectric power at Cromford Mill (potential capacity 20kW).
2. Install either a similar hydro system in Cromford village or a water source heat pump.
3. Get the existing hydro turbine at Cromford Corn Mill back in service (capacity 12kW, last
working in 2012). Income from this will be used to help support Community projects.
This will help the mills and the community to reduce carbon emissions and save energy costs.
The AS have appointed Derwent Hydro Power to carry out the study who have started initial
survey work. A presentation was scheduled to take place at the Cromford Community Centre
by the AS but unfortunately the effects of the Pandemic put a brake on that.
Simon Gill May 2020.
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Cllr Garry Purdy

Derbyshire Dales District Council

Dear All:
I hope that you are safe and well in these very challenging times.
On behalf of Derbyshire Dales may I thank you for complying with Government instructions to
stay at home in order to help keep the pressure off the NHS as best as possible.
There are many front-line people working during this COVID 19 Pandemic and it is only right
and proper to pay tribute to their hard work and dedication.
DDDC Staff are predominately working from home, as difficult as it is, with a rota of the Chief
Executive and Senior staff attending the Town Hall but with a maximum of six only members of
staff at any time in the building in order to maintain safe social distancing.
With apologies that many of you will have suffered your bins not being collected over the past
two to three weeks (including my own property), SERCO have managed to recover the situation
due to an initial loss of staff having to self-isolate. A number of staff have been able to return to
work and by introducing extra staff, extra vehicles to transport staff and a method of working to
protect their staff, normal services were expected to resume as of 15/04/20 with the exception
of your garden waste. We continue to monitor the situation.
It goes without saying that it is quite impossible for SERCO staff to be huddled close together in
the refuse wagon so you should witness a different method of collection service.
Through the Teleconferences I mention below, myself and many other Leaders in the Country
are putting pressure on the Government to have Recycling Centres opened up.
As of today (18/04/20) the staff in our Business Section have applied £18.025 million in
Government coronavirus business grant payments to 1,537 accounts.
Working hard from home and at weekends our Business Team continue to distribute the total of
£35 million we received from Government to well over 2,000 accounts that fit the criteria as laid
down by Government. Our Officers are also looking into businesses that may not fit the
criteria of Government and we are finding early signs of concern in the farming community.
Such matters are addressed by myself and the Chief Executive Paul Wilson in the weekly
Teleconferences we hold with the appropriate Secretary of State and also with the Local
Government Association and the District Council Network.
Our Authority, like all other Local Authorities, is also suffering financially as a result of having to
deal with the COVID 19 pandemic and the extra costs associated with it Despite the extra
costs, we are also losing valuable income especially loss of income from our car parks.
I am pleased to hear today that the Rt Hon Robert Jenrick, Minister for Local Authorities has
responded with a promise of extra funding, but we wait to see what that means for Derbyshire
Dales District Council.
Thankfully we have always been a prudent and sensible Authority and with extremely good
Chief Finance Officers we are in a much better place than some other Authorities in the
Country.
We are witnessing an increase in fly tipping. If you are responsible please stop, think about the
environment and you take the risk of being caught.
Police matters
Drivers are being reminded to ensure their vehicles are in good condition and to take extra
care with increased numbers of pedestrians and cyclists on the roads. You are also reminded
that speed limits are still in force: don’t be another addition to the 17 drivers being prosecuted
and 27 who received final warnings on roads between Matlock and Wirksworth recently.
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Lea Road Litter Pick
Following a request from the chair of Cromford Parish Council, Barbara Bowman to the head
Bailiff of the Cromford Fly Fishers Club, John Pass, to help with a litterpick from Cromford
Bridge to High Peak Junction, John arranged for 27 members of the club to attend to aid the
event along with 9 Parish councillors and friends.
The fishing club picked up the cost of the rubbish removal, saving both council and rate
payers the expense of disposal.
It was a satisfying day with good humour coupled with hard work. Many thanks to those that
turned out to help.
All this in a single day. Considering that the fishing club carry out working parties throughout
the whole of the year from March to November, not only concerned with litter but habitat
restoration and Bio diversity issues regarding invasive species getting a foothold in the rivers
course, as well as constantly monitoring the health of the river, makes you wonder why
people do this and destroy the beautiful countryside they have come out to see..

Sadly, despite these efforts, thoughtless
people have again deposited rubbish
along the road (Editor)

Snow Team
Once again the Parish Council took part in the DCC backed “Snow Warden” scheme in which
we get given pavement salt and organise volunteers to clear snow from pavements and salt if
very icy.
This winter it wasn’t snow and ice that was the problem!
But of course our volunteers were not to know this when they signed up. So:
THANK YOU

News from around the Millpond
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The Royal British
Legion
AFTERNOON TEA
PARTY - Friday 8th May
(Bank Holiday)
Cancelled

Janet Kirk tells me that the photo at the top
of page one (also the March newsletter) is of
the VE party when she was seven years old.
Being a gentleman who doesn’t ask a lady
her age I haven’t asked what year that was,
but she also says that she can name
everyone on the photo. Quite an impressive
feat of memory.

Message from the Mill – May 2020

Eleanor Gunn, Informal Learning Programmer

When we all wrote with such enthusiasm of our upcoming spring events back in February, I don’t think
any of us could have foreseen the lockdown we are now facing. Along with many other museums,
shops and businesses, Cromford Mills has shut its gates to protect visitors, staff and volunteers. Though
we miss our visitors, our top priority is to encourage everyone to stay at home and stay safe. As a
result we have furloughed over 30 members of staff, and I am writing this in my last week of working
from home, before I also join the ranks of the furloughed.
It’s funny the things you miss, isn’t it? The constant roar of the water; chatting to volunteers in the yard;
nipping to Scarthin Books on my lunch break... I’m sure we’ll all be glad when life returns to normal. In
the meantime though, our Marketing Co-ordinator Tricia (or should I say President T?
#HoldOntoYourWigArkwright) has been creating some brilliant content to keep our social media
channels lively (Twitter: @CromfordMills, Instagram: CromfordMills 1771, Facebook: Cromford Mills).
Did you see the picture of our rainbow mill? It made it onto the East Midlands news!
Our new Heritage Heroes campaign is also up and running, for anyone who would like to support us.
The loss of visitor income is a very real concern for us at the moment, and we hope those who are able
will continue to help and support us during this difficult time. If you would like to show your support by
donating to the Arkwright Society, you can donate online or why not sign up to become a member?
Details are available on our website: www.cromfordmills.org.uk/membership.
We are also keen to do what we can to support the local community, and have been uploading learning
resources to our website to help keep the kids entertained while they are off school:
www.cromfordmills.org.uk/learning-home. And although our car parks are closed, our wild spaces like
Church Walk, Scarthin Rock and Slinter Woods remain open to those of you who live within walking
distance – and there is no better time of year to enjoy the beautiful wild flowers!
Some of our retail tenants are also still active from home, so if you’re looking for that unique birthday
gift, or materials for your latest craft project, be sure to follow the links from our website and see what
they have on offer: www.cromfordmills.org.uk/shops.
We are looking forward to reopening when possible, and hope we will be able to welcome you back to
the mill soon. In the meantime, stay home, stay safe, and stay positive!
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Parish Council Annual Report

Barbara Bowman, Chair, Cromford Parish Council
It’s been an eventful year!
In June the councillors welcomed another three members: Alistair Fraser, Jenny March and
Kate Wakefield. Since then they have all made valuable contributions to the running of the
council and life in the village.
Much of our time has been taken up with Highways matters, from reporting potholes, blocked
gullies and antisocial parking to pressing the County to provide a safe crossing with managed
lights to allow people to cross The Hill safely around the Hawthorn Drive junction. The council
are still to do traffic survey work which has been postponed until traffic is back to its normal
level.
Sadly the ownership status of “The Bear Pit” seems no nearer resolution and we will continue
to look into this.
We continue to support work at the station through being official “Station Adopters” with our
local team led by Russ Boyack. It was interesting to look back at photos of the station before
planting and improvements began and now, and how much has been achieved. The team
were hoping to put in more sleepers to retain the steeply sloping ground, but that is one of
many schemes now on hold until we can get out and about again. The good news is that the
school were able to make and help put up bird and bat boxes (with a bit of help from people a
bit older than themselves with ladders etc!).
We have also recently carried out work on a footpath the other side of the river which was
badly in need of resurfacing especially after the wet winter. We had hoped to resurface the
footpath running between the top of the Market Place and the school – again very heavily
used. However Derbyshire County Council have decided that they will do this work. We hope
it will take place as soon as possible once life gets back to normal.
As usual we organised a Christmas tree, the planting of the troughs and “flower towers”, a village clean up and took part in the DCC “Snow Warden” scheme (see separate article). Actual
physical activities were somewhat curtailed first by the tremendously wet autumn and winter
and then of course by the Covid 19 lockdown.
We look forward to life going back to normal!

Station Volunteers
In following government guidelines during the Covid-19 pandemic the station volunteers have
not been able to meet and carry out gardening maintenance on the station and on station
approach. Some of the flowers and herbs are flourishing while others, transplanted just
before the lockdown, have suffered due to the unseasonably hot, dry weather in April.
Hopefully when the restrictions are eased or lifted we will be able to meet and work with
adequate social distancing to rectify some of the problems and attack the weeds that are
enjoying our absence and flourishing.
More volunteers are always welcome so watch this space for information about our restarting
the work at the station, when we hope to install sleepers on the steep banks to retain the soil,
and also plant for the autumn and next spring and summer.

Contact Details

Parish Council Website
Some of you will have accessed this digital
version of the Parish Council Newsletter through
other channels such as Neighbourhood Watch or
Celebrating Cromford.

Clerk to the Council: Dawn Land 01773 831025

The Parish Council website is to be found at:

Chairman: Cllr. Barbara Bowman

822889

http://www.cromfordparishcouncil.org.uk/

Cllr. Jeremy Beckett

822659

It is regularly updated with the details of meetings
as well as Agenda, Minutes and Financial
statements.

Cllr. Russ Boyack

823111

During the pandemic lockdown the Parish Council
meetings are being held virtually online and
residents are able to request “attendance”
through a link on the Home page.

Email: cromfordparishcouncil@hotmail.com
Parish Councillors

Cllr. Matthew Birch

07967 237 613

Cllr. Chris Earnshaw

824236

Cllr. Alistair Fraser

824175

Cllr. Jenny March

822351

Cllr. Sue Mosley

822924

Cllr Kate Wakefield

820915

There remains one vacancy.

Parish Footpath Officer: John Mee
Derbyshire Dales District Councillors:

VE—VJ Day
Party
North Street
May 1995

Cllr. Garry Purdy

823636

Cllr. Joyce Pawley

825431

Derbyshire Dales Offices

761100

Derbyshire County Councillor:
Cllr. Irene Ratcliffe
Derbyshire County Council Hotline
0845 6058058

Contact Us
Please use telephone numbers above
or reply slip below to contact a
member of the Parish Council
Name _____________________________________
Contact Details _______________________________________ (Please give an address in
Cromford, an email address or a telephone number for one of the councillors to contact you)
I would like to speak to a Councillor about _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Signed _________________________
Please return to Cllr. J. Beckett, 43, Market Place, Cromford
This newsletter is published by Cromford Parish Council. It is edited by Councillor Jeremy Beckett and contributions and
suggestions would be welcomed for future editions.

