News from
around the
Millpond

Chair’s Report —

Barbara Bowman

Hello everyone,
Winter is on its way and this will be the last newsletter of 2019.
Christmas seems to come earlier each year - but what I really mean is that
people in the village are already getting themselves organised with a
programme of events for you all to enjoy. So, here are some dates for your
diaries.
The first of these is the Christmas Market to be held on Saturday 30th
November at the Community Centre. As those of you who have visited in
past years know, it may not be the largest market but it is certainly one of the
best in the area for the range of Xmas goods, food, decorations etc. Much of
what is on sale is hand produced by local artisans. Father Christmas will be
there in his grotto for the youngest amongst us. So do come along and enjoy
yourself.
Father Christmas will be putting in another visit the following Saturday (7th
December) to switch on the Xmas lights in the Memorial Gardens. As usual
our thanks to Don Sturt for the tree, Dave Kay for the electrical work and
everyone else who helps them get the garden ready as a winter wonderland.
This year we are planning something a bit different and for this we are grateful
for Alys Vaughn Williams and her team who are organising a lantern parade
and children’s film to be part of the occasion. Look out for posters and social
media for details nearer the time. (also in this issue page 3)
By the time you will be reading this Remembrance Sunday will have been and
gone. Again thanks to the Royal British Legion for organising this and also to
our District Council for getting the war memorials cleaned and repainted.
Last winter was exceptionally mild and snow free – but you never know what
the weather holds for us this year, so once again please read the article on the
Snow Warden scheme and help if you can. If you cannot formally help in the
scheme and we do get bad weather please keep an eye out for more
vulnerable neighbours who may need help in getting out and about, shopping
or to doctor’s appointments etc.
Finally, from all of us on the Parish Council , can I wish everyone a Happy and
Peaceful Christmas and Best Wishes for 2020!
Barbara Bowman, Chair of Cromford Parish Council

September 2019
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CROMFORD SCHOOL NEWS
We’ve been organising MacMillan Coffee afternoons at school every September since 2013. It’s become a tradition and it’s a real pleasure to welcome parents, grand-parents and friends at school for a
cup of tea, homemade cakes whilst raising money for such a good cause at the same time. This year,
we held our coffee afternoon on 25th September 2019. It was really well attended and we raised a
whopping £430. Thank you to all who came and all who helped. A special thank you goes to Julie Taylor and Nicola Paine who have been organising our coffee afternoons with such enthusiasm for the last
6 years. We’re already looking forward to next year’s event!
We’re also very fortunate to have an extremely active and efficient PTA whose support is invaluable.
Through a variety of different fundraising events, they’ve contributed towards the purchase of new
reading books. We’re always keen to encourage a love of reading in all our pupils and many of our
books have been well used over the years so required replacing and updating. The PTA have also
raised funds to enable the school to further enhance the IT equipment for the children and also purchased a new play kitchen for the infants. We can’t thank our PTA enough for their continuous support.
Our 150 club weekly draws resume in January 2020. The 150 club helps raise funds for both Cromford
School and Cromford Playgroup. School have used their money to both update and purchase additional non-fiction books; Playgroup have put theirs towards new equipment. Thank you to everyone who
bought a number last year. Numbers for the new year go on sale from January.
Dates for your diary:
Go foraging for conkers and bring the biggest ones to our Conker competition (held jointly with Cromford Playgroup) at The Boat Inn on Friday 15th November from 5pm (£3 to enter which includes a
jacket potato).
On Friday 22nd November, come along to our fun and yummy Chocolate bingo at Cromford school,
doors open at 6.30pm for a 7pm start. It’s a great entertainment for the whole family.
We’ll be holding our traditional Christmas Fair complete with Santa and his grotto on Friday 13th December at school from 3.15pm to 4.30pm. Everyone’s welcome, please come along.
You’re also all warmly invited to our Carol Service on Thursday 19th December, 2pm at St. Mary’s
church. It’s a lovely event followed by free refreshments - the perfect way to end this busy term and get
into the Christmas spirit.
For more information about the school, check our website www.cromfordcofeschool.com or call us on
01629 822248. You can follow us on Twitter @CromfordPrimary

Greenaway workshop
Last issue we gave our thanks to Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and our ward District and County
Councillors for their assistance with the Cromford Station bird and bat box project.
Unfortunately the list was cut off by the edge of the box and Greenaway Workshop were
missed off. Our thanks to Greenaway Workshop who provided the boxes in kit form for the
pupils to construct.
Photo page 3 as a reminder of the work done by last year’s Year 6 pupils
Christmas Wreath Workshop
Friday 6th December at 7.30pm
Wreath Making at Cromford Community Centre with Carol from Carol's Florist of Matlock Bath.
To book a place, contact: holytrinitymatlockbath@hotmail.com or call
Val Grayshon 07891 532642
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Apple Day
October 12th 2019
Year 6 pupils assembling the Bird
and Bat Box kits last year

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon at Cromford
School
Station Volunteers Safety Briefing and
building compost bins
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Cromford Pre-School Playgroup
It’s been a very busy and fun filled start to the school year at Cromford Pre-School Playgroup. We
have been very happy to announce that our opening hours have extended to 8am through to 5pm
Monday to Friday, meaning parents have access to our fantastic childcare all day, all week!
We have welcomed lots of new little ones and have enjoyed watching them settle in enjoying all that
Playgroup has to offer. We have also welcomed a new staff member Helen Bowler who is working
towards her Early Years Educator qualification with us.
We kicked off the term with some wonderful autumnal activities and enjoyed taking part in the annual
Apple Day celebration in the village, where we saw lots of families taking part in some fun craft and
activities.
Thanks to the children and families who contributed to the Harvest Festival ceremony at the Methodist
Church and for those children who took part in the singing led by our lovely friends Maureen with her
concertina with singing help from David, many thanks to you.
Children have been very lucky to experience a wonderful phonics session with Lindsay from Sounds
Right phonics, the session was extremely beneficial for the children and we are happy to be able to
work with Lindsay to ensure the children have this fantastic session in the new half term.
We finished the half term with our annual Halloween Disco, where we saw some fabulous spooky
costumes and enjoyed lots of scary games and dancing, a massive thanks to Cromford community
centre for having us and for their very kind donation of £100 towards this event. Also, thanks to
Clifford Goode for his brilliant disco DJ efforts and to Dave Kay along with all the parents who helped
to tidy up at the end of the evening! We all had a wicked time!
Going forward we have many exciting activities and events in the Christmas half term. We are looking
forward to introducing swimming and forest school sessions for the children which will be a wonderful
experience and opportunity for all, look out for more information.
We have a brilliant joint Conker Competition event with Cromford School at the Boat Inn on 15th
November, it’s going to be a great event for all with the Boat providing jacket potatoes, so get your
tickets and come along for some traditional conker fun!
The annual Christmas Buffet for our friends in the community will be back again this year by invitation
on Saturday 14th December 12pm to 3pm. Last year we enjoyed lots of lovely food, good company,
some wonderful singing from the children followed by bingo and lots of raffle prizes, we hope to see
our friends in the community again for this lovely event.
Our nativity this year will be at Matlock Farm Park again, last year we had a lovely heart-warming time
watching the children joining in with the Christmas Nativity story surrounded by real animals and

some splendid singing. The children loved performing for their families and then letting off
steam in the play area afterwards.
Finally, we are extremely excited to announce our new Cromford playgroup Holiday Club! The club
will provide out of school childcare full of fun activities for all children aged 2 to 11. The club will run in
the school holidays and we are looking to start this from February Half Term 2020. Keep your eyes
peeled for more information on this fantastic provision for local families.

Santa Special trains at the Steeple Grange Light Railway
This year the Santa Specials will run on Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 December. Tickets cost
£6.50 for both children and adults. Every child gets a train ride up the line with their family to
see Santa, and back at Steeplehouse there are mince pies or biscuits and a hot or cold drink
for everyone with a ticket, and the Elf Train will be running as well.
Important news: Last Christmas we were overwhelmed with passengers and so this year we
have introduced a booking system. Please go to our website www.steeplegrange.co.uk, select "Visiting", and look for the link "Santa Special Event Booking", which will take you to the
booking website. Please note there is a 59p booking fee per person.
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Cllr Garry Purdy

Derbyshire Dales District Council

I had been kindly invited as Leader of Derbyshire Dales District Council to a Book Launch at
the New Bath Hotel on October 21st. The book, entitled ‘Matlock Bath – A perfectly romantic
Place’ (Derwent Valley Mills £18.00) has been authored by local Historians Doreen Buxton
and the late Charles Charlton.
(See Photo of the Tors Widening on the Masthead of this newsletter—Editor)
It is an excellent read and whilst predominately about Matlock Bath, it touches upon and shows
photographs of the road widening scheme by the Department for Transport at Cromford Tors
in the 1960’s, and some of the buildings that had to be demolished. A thoroughly interesting
and good read. Please buy one and help your local historians.
In November of this year we will set out our Corporate Plan and as Leader I am keen that we
action three principle issues.
1. A review of our Green & Clean Team
2. To build more really affordable homes
3. To help bring in new businesses to Derbyshire Dales, especially big businesses.
Home and jobs are key factors to the future of Derbyshire Dales.
Far too many of our youngsters who receive a University education do not stay in Derbyshire
Dales due to our low wage economy and high property prices. We need to fix that.
I have also authorised free car parking on the Authority car parks in Derbyshire Dales throughout December, after 2pm, in order to try and encourage people to shop locally and help boost
trade for the Christmas period.
As usual if you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me. I hope you all have a
Very Merry Christmas and a Brexit free year!
Yours sincerely Cllr Garry Purdy

Have you ever wondered about the little historic gem on The Hill, surrounded by a
railing?
CROMFORD INSTITUTE
Formerly Cromford Men’s Institute, still home to a very moving
War Memorial
with photographs of our brave soldiers who died in WW1
And Now
It’s a convenient meeting place for the Steam Rally Committee, the WI and the Parish Council,
and a venue for the Donkey Sanctuary Fayres, children’s parties and friendly get-togethers
BUT
It is in sore need of love and attention, and plans are being drawn up for renovation and
refurbishment, so WATCH THIS SPACE
LOVE IT OR WE LOSE IT
To help us save this little treasure, treat your loved ones (or yourself) to a Valentine Tea
Party on Saturday 15th February 2020 2-4 pm, only £5 pp
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New Parish Councillors

Jenny

Alistair

Kate

Alistair Fraser
Alistair has lived in Cromford Village for over 15 years and has loved every minute of it. Father of two,
son and daughter who are now in their twenties and has a granddaughter. He has a keen interest in the
natural and local history of the area and finds the environment of Cromford fascinating. Alistair works
for a Charity in the outskirts of Derby training teenagers with challenging behaviour in horticulture. As
his children have flown the nest he has a bit of time on his hands and wanted to get more involved in
the community. Along with being a member of the Parish Council he is chairman of Celebrating
Cromford. A passionate Rugby Union fan and enjoys the odd game of golf.

Jenny March
I have lived on North Street for the last 8 years and before that lived in Bonsall with my family for 35
years. I hope now to be able to help the people of Cromford in any way that I can. I spent my working
life in Education but in retirement enjoy our wonderful countryside, helping with my grandchildren and
sewing. I am a trustee of Waltham House and am on the committee of the ppg at the Hannage Brook
surgery in Wirksworth.

Kate Wakefield
Kate has lived in Cromford with her husband Iain for nearly eight years, retiring from Derbyshire Police
four years ago.
She has three children and two grandchildren who are frequent visitors to the village.
Having a great fondness for Cromford and being community minded decided it was time to volunteer
her services as a Parish Councillor.
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Derbyshire Dales District Council
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Cllr Joyce Pawley

When you think about the work of the District Council what springs to mind? I expect bins,
street cleaning and affordable housing come top of the list. Do you ever think Food Law
Enforcement? I suspect not and yet it is such a very important part of the work that Officers
do for residents and businesses.
The task is carried out by the District Council’s Environmental Health Team and as a result
you can be sure that, whether you are eating at home, buying a take away or eating out, you
have a good chance of staying safe.
There are the equivalent of 3.48 full time staff working in this area. They undertake the
followin
FOOD SAMPLING
Investigations are carried out following the Food Law Code of Practice guidance. This
involves regular timed checks on the following types of premises:
Primary Producers
Manufacturers/Packers
Importers/Exporters
Distributors/Transporters
Retailers
Restaurant/Caterers
Which amounts to a massive amount of work that most of the general public have no idea
about.
FOOD SAFETY INCIDENTS
The team responds to food safety notifications received from the Food Standards Agency.
Such incidents often require an immediate response which disrupts other priority work.
IMPORTED FOOD
Checks on imported food are included as part of routine food hygiene inspections.
ALLERGEN ADVICE AND COMPLIANCE
We all know of the recent sad cases where death has followed after food allergen Intake.
From 2017/18 the Council has been working to ensure that businesses comply with the need
to provide information about allergenic ingredients in food sold by them.
So whether you are tucking in to turkey at home this Christmas or having a meal out, enjoy
yourselves in the knowledge that the District Council’s Environmental Health Team are looking
out for your welfare and keeping you safer as a result.
Transport and Accessibility needs of the DVMWHS Management Plan 2019
The Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site are currently seeking comments on their
transport and accessibility plan.
Cromford Parish Council has responded as the Lead organisation of Cromford Station
Volunteers..
Cromford Parish Council is committed to the development of the DVMWH corridor. It brings
in much need revenue and business to the village.
However, it needs to pay the highest regard to the wellbeing of the residents of Cromford and
this must be given the highest priority in formulating any future management plan.
In the past consultation by DVMWHS with the village has not been good. Proposals have
gone ahead without the needs of the village being taken into consideration.
This management plan is a golden opportunity for the DVMWHS to engage with the village.

SNOW WARDENS
Have you thought about becoming part of
Cromford’s Snow Warden Team.?
In this scheme the Parish Council distributes
“pavement grit” to volunteers to clear snow and
keep pavements ice free. At the moment we are
concentrating on the pavements in the centre of
the village near the shops, bus stops and school as
these are the most heavily used by pedestrians
and we want to minimise the danger of people
walking on cleared but busy roads. The more
volunteers we have, the more areas we can clear!
We are always looking for volunteers to help us –
the more volunteers the more pavements we can
clear.
Contact Barbara Bowman if you are interested

Contact Details
Clerk to the Council: Dawn Land 01773 831025
Email: cromfordparishcouncil@hotmail.com
Parish Councillors
Chairman: Cllr. Barbara Bowman

822889

Cllr. Jeremy Beckett

822659

Cllr. Russ Boyack

823111

Cllr. Matthew Birch

07967 237 613

Cllr. Chris Earnshaw

824236

Cllr. Alistair Fraser

824175

Cllr. Jenney March

822351

Cllr. Sue Mosley

822924

Cllr Kate Wakefield

820915

There remains one vacancy.

Contact details on this page.
Derbyshire County Council Trading Standards
is warning residents about a suspected bogus
telephone call from a business claiming to be
‘boiler maintenance’.
Trading Standards would urge residents never to
respond to cold callers, and not to give any information/ bank details in response to such calls. The
public can register for free with the Telephone
Preference Service at www.tpsonline.org.uk or by
calling 0845 070 0707, to help reduce such calls.
If you have concerns over a trader who has cold
called you on the phone you can report it to Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 03454 04
05 06. Alternatively consumers can contact Action
Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or at
www.actionfraud.police.uk.

Parish Footpath Officer: John Mee
Derbyshire Dales District Councillors:
Cllr. Garry Purdy

823636

Cllr. Joyce Pawley

825431

Derbyshire Dales Offices

761100

Derbyshire County Councillor:
Cllr. Irene Ratcliffe
Derbyshire County Council Hotline
0845 6058058

Contact Us
Please use telephone numbers above
or reply slip below to contact a
member of the Parish Council

Name _____________________________________
Contact Details _______________________________________ (Please give an address in
Cromford, an email address or a telephone number for one of the councillors to contact you)
I would like to speak to a Councillor about _________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Signed _________________________
Please return to Cllr. J. Beckett, 43, Market Place, Cromford
This newsletter is published by Cromford Parish Council. It is edited by Councillor Jeremy Beckett and contributions and
suggestions would be welcomed for future editions.

