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Sue Mosley
Chairman’s Report
I would like to thank Barbara our snow warden for her efficient work in coordinating her volunteers during our snowfalls and also to thank the
members of the public who cleared the roads and the pavements. We
appreciate your help and would welcome more people on the snow
clearing team. In contrast we all enjoyed the fabulous weather over the
Bank Holiday weekend. The village was buzzing with happy people
enjoying the sunshine.
Celebrating Cromford this year is planned for Friday 15th, Saturday 16th
and Sunday. 17th June. The committee have been working hard to
organise a full programme.
We have received 2 anonymous letters. The first one regarding parking in
the bus stop at the bottom of Bedehouse Lane and the other one
concerning the bus shelter at the bottom of Hawthorne Drive. We have
discussed these letters but without any contact details we cannot reply to
you. Could you please write or phone us again and we can discuss the
problems with you. We have been assured our yellow lines will be in place
down Mill Lane over the next 2 months.
The Community Centre is in negotiations with the council to take over the
running of the public toilets in Cromford. Thank you to the committee for
volunteering to run the toilets and preventing them from closure.
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This is my last newsletter as my term as chair of the Parish Council ends
in May. I shall continue as a member of the team so I will still be there for
you to contact me with any concerns you have.
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Cromford Open Gardens
This year's Cromford Open Gardens will take place on Sunday July
8th, 12.30 to 5.30 p.m., tickets from the Market Place, £3.50, children
free. It's great that we've some new gardeners participating, in Barnwell
Lane and Addison Square. We plan to provide free lifts up The Hill for
those for whom Bedehouse Lane is a step too steep. Sill room for a
couple more gardens if anyone would like to come forward.
Contact Dave Mitchelldavescarthin@gmail.com 01629 823456
or Rosie Ayliffe Rosie.ayliffe@btopenworld.com

Forestry Commission 7

Diary Dates
Diary Dates have
been moved to the
back page, to be
with Contact Details
and Contact form,
so that all
information is kept
together
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CROMFORD SCHOOL NEWS
On top of maths and literacy, our school children learn to explore and understand the world around them. They
do so through topic work. These topics change every term and allow us to make cross-curricular links – for
example between history, geography, art, literacy. Our topic for this term is local history and when it comes to
local history, we couldn’t be more spoiled than living in the village considered to be the birthplace of the industrial
revolution. We’re also very fortunate to have close links with the Arkwright Society. It’s in this context that our
Juniors got to spend a wonderfully fun and educational day at Cromford Mill.
Of course, we’ve had opportunities to go the Mill on several occasions in the past but, on 26th April, we got
treated to the full experience. It all started with an encounter with Sir Richard Arkwright in the flesh (or as good
as it gets: in 3D) followed by a full re-enactment. We became mill workers. We dressed as they would have done in
the late 18th century. We signed a declaration to commit to work at the mill for 7 years (as all the children would
have done at the time from 7 years old). We met the stern Mr Clack, the mill manager, who explained that we will
work every day, 6 days a week, a 12-hour shift from 6am to 6pm and we should count ourselves lucky to be given
one hour for lunch. The boys were to be paid more than the girls and, if they proved themselves worthy, they
might be assigned office work. The bell would ring every morning at 5am to wake us up and then every 15 minutes
until 6am. Should we be late, we would be fined and couldn’t go to work that day (and wouldn’t be paid). Then the
floor manager assigned us jobs: carding, weaving, spinning.
At the end of the morning, we were ready for lunch and to resume our 21st century lives. It’s not bad being at
school 5 days a week after all! The day wasn’t over yet.Years 3 and 4 were given wildlife booklets to help them
explore wildlife along the canal and were delighted to spot 2 water voles.Years 5 and 6, in the meantime, were
taken to Willersley Castle to tour the grounds of the mansion which Sir Arkwright built but never got to live in.
There they discovered the old ice house that was used to keep food fresh and make ice creams in the summer.
What a great day we all had! Thank you so much to Michael Ledger and everyone at Cromford Mill for so kindly
inviting us and making it a day to remember!
Our school parents had fun too at our school bingo nights in March and May. Thank you very much to all those
who came and to the PTA for organising these very pleasant social evenings.
Dates for your diary
We will be having our traditional Summer Fair during the Celebrating Cromford week-end on Saturday 16th
June from 10 to 1pm at school. There will be stalls, games and refreshments. Our pallet garden will be on display
on the front lawn. It’s perfect entertainment for all the family. Do come and see us. Free entry & all welcome!
For more information on Cromford school, check our website www.cromfordcofeschool.com or call us on 01629
822 248

CROMFORD INSTITUTE
Due to the success of the last sale on Sat May 12th ......
another POP UP SHOP has been arranged at CROMFORD INSTITUTE for
Saturday June 23rd.
Wedding Dresses and evening/pageant/prom dresses to fit most sizes, together with wedding
accessories (veils/belts/tiaras/baleros/shawls etc). BARGAIN Prices from £40 ..... wedding dresses from
£120 up to £300.
10am until 2pm.
For further information or enquiries please text Elaine on 07815951546.
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Cromford School children at work in Arkwright’s Mill

The Rogerson Family (article page )
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CROMFORD WI challenge
“Cromford Cuts Plastic”
Harriet Rogerson (5) and her brother Matthew (8) and sister Kate (11) were the joint winners of
a competition to design a logo for stickers and posters to promote the theme “Cromford Cuts
Plastic”. They are photographed (page 3) with the poster designs, with Christine Levasseur,
President, and Janet Chambers, Treasurer of Cromford WI.
Plastic waste is a massive problem in the countryside as well as the oceans, and if everybody in
Cromford reduced their plastic waste by even a small amount, it would make a difference, so we
ask everybody to:
REDUCE, REFUSE, REUSE, RECYCLE
and hope that Kate, Matthew and Harriet’s designs will inspire the people of Cromford to do
their bit.
Derbyshire County Council

Cllr Irene Ratcliffe

Cromford Canal – there is a serious issue on the bridge that takes the canal over the River Derwent and
a number of new leaks have occurred. It will take some time to get to the bottom of what’s going on but
in the meantime the volunteers have been down and put some stop planks to hold the water back. This
of course means that there is no water being sent up the canal towards Ambergate. If the weather stays
dry people will soon start to notice the canal getting dry and some will be concerned and upset. All we
can say is that we’re doing the best we can to minimise impacts on wildlife. Natural England have been
informed, but there is only so much we can do and once we have an engineer’s assessment and report
we will have a better understanding of what could be done.
Black Rocks – the Forestry Commission have decided to take the site cleanliness work back in-house.
For the last 30 years or so they have paid Derbyshire County Council to do this work. However it looks
like there may be quite a gap until a new system is put in place. There is some community/volunteer
support in litter picking up there but there was still a considerable volume brought down by wardens
every week, including things like broken glass and biological waste that the volunteers are not equipped
to deal with. I expect residents will notice the difference very soon and concerns should be directed to
the Forestry Commission (DCC’s liabilities are limited to the High Peak Trail, were the slope begins to
rise sharply up is the border of our land).

WINTER SNOW
The past winter was the worst for many years for the amount of snow we had in Cromford.

We would like to give a very big thank you to everyone in the village who
helped in any way – clearing snow, salting icy paths and helping
neighbours.
The Parish Council runs a more formal scheme run by “Snow Wardens” with a volunteer “Snow Team” of
residents and local businesses. The County Council supplies us with pavement salt and the “Team” try to
clear pavements by the shops and along main roads. We concentrate on these areas as the main roads
usually get cleared and gritted by the County Council to keep through traffic running. Because of the
amount of heavy (and fast!) traffic on these cleared roads we think it is dangerous if the pavements are
uncleared for pedestrians who may be tempted to walk in the road.
But – the amount of work we can do is dependent on how many volunteers we have – so if you want
(and are able) to make a difference next year contact either Cllr Sue Mosley or Cllr Barbara Bowman
(details on back page).Thanks again to all who helped this year
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Friday 15th to Sunday 17th June
2018
Programme should be delivered with this
Newsletter. Additional Programmes
are available from local businesses

Sunflower
Competition
for the tallest sunflower
in Cromford
(must be grown outside)

All entry money
to be donated
to a local charity or
good cause
chosen by the winner
£3 entry, payable at the Post Office.
Entries close noon Saturday 30th June
Judging: August Bank Holiday Sunday
Supported by Celebrating Cromford
The school playing field on Allen’s Hill is a designated dog
free area. It is illegal to exercise any dog or take any dog,
except a guide dog, onto this area.
Failure to observe this restriction can result in prosecution
and a fine.
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Derbyshire Wildlife Trust are now running the refreshment/info cabin at Black Rocks and we are
putting in a bid to the Tarmac Communities Fund to provide finger posts, picnic tables and a
chain saw sculpture to improve the site for visitors.
Jane Proctor
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
01773 881193

The station volunteers
continue to work hard at
improving the station
environment.
Minor drama on the day this
photo was taken as the
nearest tree suffered a split
in high wind and work had to
stop while volunteers
directed rail passengers
down the steps and along
the roadside pavement,
instead of directly up the
station approach
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Cllr Joyce Pawley

Leisure
On the 3 May your District Council, in a unanimous cross party supported decision, awarded a 10 year contract
to Freedom Leisure to manage the leisure centres at Ashbourne, Bakewell, Matlock and Wirksworth from 1
August 2018.
The company, which is a not-for-profit trust, will implement a number of innovative and capital investment
opportunities at all four sites that will add value, increase participation, reduce inactivity in the community.
Measures have been included in the contract to make sure that all the benefits which are offered by the Council
will remain in place during the term of the contract.
The company will take over the ongoing operation and maintenance costs and invest around £1 million to
enhance the District Council’s facilities, ensuring that the Arc Leisure Centre, Bakewell Swimming Pool, Ashbourne
Leisure Centre and Wirksworth Leisure Centre meet changing industrial trends and reflect customer
expectations.
Local Project Fund
Don’t forget that the annual promotion of this fund started again in April. I still have a small amount of money
available to offer to local projects that benefit the Community. Application forms are available on the District
Council web site.
Cromford Toilets
Can I say a big thank you to Cromford Community Centre Association for negotiating with the District Council
to take on the toilets for the community and for our visitors. Well done to their team for having the vision to
take this forward.
Getting in touch
No matter what your need don’t forget I am here to help, or to seek advice on your behalf if you have any matter
you are not sure of in relation to local authority issues. Please do contact me on 01629 825431 or
joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk if you feel you need help.
Have a great summer.
Councillor Joyce Pawley

Derbyshire Dales District Council

Cllr Garry Purdy

Councillor Purdy has not been available to make his usual contribution due to health issues. May we
take this opportunity to wish him a speedy and successful recovery

Forest for Cromford and Shining Cliff woods
The Forestry Commission has written a Forest for Cromford and Shining Cliff woods which lie 5km south
of Matlock and 17km northwest of Derby adjacent to the A6.
The new Plan’s will be to diversify the species and age structure to mitigate against the impacts of
climate change, pests and disease; grow commercial crops on a sustainable basis; manage public
access in both woods; conserve the landscape and conservation value of the woodlands and to remove
the invasive conifers from the SSSI (Shining Cliff Wood) and restore these areas back to broadleaved
woodland. All operations that take place within the SSSI will be carried out in line with the SSSI
management plan that has been agreed with Natural England.
The plan outlines our operations including felling and replanting for the next 10 years with management
proposals for the next 50 years.
A lot of care and expertise goes into producing these plans but we are interested in the views of local
people and users of the forest. We also wish to know about any data sets collected in these woodlands
which may affect our future management.
You can view and comment on the plan via this WEB LINK
https://englandconsult.forestry.gov.uk/forest-districts/cromford-shining-cliff-forest-plan/
alternatively hardare available to view at theReference libraries.

Diary Dates

Contact Details
Clerk To the Council: Dawn Land 01773 831025

Celebrating Cromford
th
th
th
Friday 15 , Saturday 16 and Sunday. 17 June
Programmes available
Cromford school Summer Fair
th
Saturday 16 June from 10.00am to 1.00pm
Pop Up Shop - Cromford Institute
Saturday June 23rd.
10.00am - 2.00 pm
Cromford Open Gardens
Sunday July 8th, 12.30pm to 5.30pm

Report Parking Problems
Please report parking violations direct to the
appropriate authority.
Derbyshire Dales District Council is responsible for
most off-road car parks:
Keith Postlethwaite
Parking Enforcement Officer
01629 761377
Derbyshire County Council is the Highways
Authority so on-road violations should be reported
to;
James Adams
Parking Enforcement Officer DCC
01629538671

Email: cromfordparishcouncil@hotmail.com

Parish Councillors
Chairman: Cllr. Sue Mosley

822924

Cllr. Barbara Bowman

822889

(Vice Chair)

Cllr. Jeremy Beckett

822659

Cllr. Matthew Birch

07967 237 613

Cllr. Russ Boyack

823111

Cllr. Chris Earnshaw

824236

Cllr. Carol Easton

822117

Cllr. Julie Lowe

584552

Cllr. Joyce Pawley

825431

Cllr. Derek Roose

822544

Parish Footpath Officer: John Mee

Derbyshire Dales District Councillors:
Cllr. Garry Purdy
garry.purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823636

Cllr. Joyce Pawley
joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

825431

Derbyshire Dales Offices

761100

Derbyshire County Councillor:
Cllr. Irene Ratcliffe
Derbyshire County Council Hotline
0845 6058058

Contact Us

Please use any of the telephone
numbers above to contact a member
of the Parish Council
Name
Contact Details
(Please give an address in
Cromford, an email address or a telephone number for one of the councillors to contact you)
I would like to speak to a Councillor about

Please return to Cllr. J. Beckett, 43, Market Place, Cromford

Signed

This newsletter is published by Cromford Parish Council. It is edited by Councillor Jeremy Beckett and
contributions and suggestions would be welcomed for future editions.

