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Chairman’s Report
As a Parish Council we support the people of Cromford listening to the
positives and the negatives. We certainly had a lot of negatives in
November and December and think of all the people affected by the
robberies. This was a traumatic experience for all concerned and hopefully
never to be repeated.
Please phone 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800555111 with
any concerns you have. Our police, Pat and Spencer will check these
numbers each morning. If there are no reports we are down as crime free,
you don’t have to leave your name and address. It is important you do this
for the village.
On a more positive note didn’t our Christmas lights and tree look stunning.
We have many volunteers to thank for this spectacular display, Don Sturt
for providing our tree, erecting it and taking it away. Dave the electrician
for his hours spent at the weekends doing the lights. The School Children,
Brownies, Guides, Rainbows and Playgroup for the lovely tree
decorations, Clem and Eric, founder members of the Community Centre,
who together with Santa switched on the lights.
Lastly thanks to Ian Evetts for his knowledge on form filling when we were
told at the last hour that we needed a risk assessment for our tree.
Many thanks to you all: for a small village we should be proud. It was a joy
to see the Christmas Market and thanks to all who organised it.
My Grandson walks round the village with me and we are always on dog
poo alert. It’s everywhere and on every path. I’m sure there are sensible
dog owners in Cromford who pick it up but there appears to be a lot who
don’t. Please bag it and put in the nearest bin.
We’ve had complaints from residents on Barnwell Lane/ Moorside Close
regarding insensitive parking on the junction of these two roads. We have
passed these on to the Highways Department for investigation. Please
think before you park on this junction as you are blocking the sight of
oncoming vehicles. We have been reassured our yellow lines down Mill
Road will be done in the summer.
After much consideration it was decided to increase this year’s precept by
£500 . This will help to cover the general increase in our costs. Please be
reassured that CPC is always looking for ways to keep costs to a
minimum. We would like to take this opportunity to thank all the villagers
who carry out unpaid work to ensure Cromford remains a lovely place to
live.
Sue Mosley

March 2018
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News from around the Millpond

CROMFORD SCHOOL NEWS
School budgets are getting tighter nationwide but here at Cromford School we’re extremely
fortunate. We receive a lot of help from the community and that makes a world of difference to us.
We’re very grateful and wanted to take this opportunity to say thank you.
We have a thriving and enthusiastic PTA (Parent-Teacher Association). They organise events all
year round (Christmas Fair, Summer Fair, Children’s Disco, Family Bingo, ...). Not only do these
events raise money but they also give the school a wonderful welcoming feel to it. Thanks to the
PTA’s fundraising efforts, we’ve been able to buy many resources - most recently 10 Chrome books,
a new hall projector, text service to parents and a contribution to our pantomime trip. Thank you so
much to our dedicated PTA committee.
St Mary’s Church also contributes greatly to our school. Every year they welcome us in their
beautiful church for the School Christmas Carol service. They give each child a chocolate egg at
Easter, a hyacinth bulb at Christmas. They also regularly donate money to help us buy resources
(most recently our new laptop in the hall and RE resources). With the help of members of Holy
Trinity Matlock Bath congregation, they deliver activities at school: ‘Experience Easter’, ‘Experience
Harvest’ and ‘Christmas Unwrapped’. These are lovely art and craft activities where all the children
take part. At the Christmas one in December (see photo), the children created stables out of lollipop
sticks, stained glass out of tissue paper,... Thank you very much to Reverend Nick Grayshon and St
Mary’s congregation for all their help.
Finally thank you to everyone helping our school in many other ways: coming to our events, giving
raffle prizes, buying a 150 lottery number,... We’ve now sold all our numbers.
Many thanks to all who bought a number and to Julie Taylor and Karen Thomson who so kindly
organise the 150 club.
We have a vacancy for a school governor (if possible with skills in finance and/or health & safety). If
you’re local, interested in children’s education and have some spare time, please consider joining
our friendly governing body. Our governors come from a range of different backgrounds, skills and
experience but all share a common interest of wanting the best possible education for the children in
our small but thriving school. Please contact Julie Hamilton at info@cromford.derbyshire.sch.uk for
more information.
Date for your diaries
rd

Our traditional school Easter service will be on Friday 23 March, 9:15am at school, followed by
tea, coffee and hot cross buns. Everyone warmly welcome!
For more information on Cromford school, check our website www.cromfordcofeschool.com or call
us on 01629 822 248

KEEPING THE CROMFORD FLAG FLYING!
The Cromford flag now has a permanent home.
It is on the north east corner of the Community Centre, hopefully you have seen it and approve.
We aim to keep it flying there all the year round. Thanks to the Community Centre for agreeing
to this location.
We also wish to thank Huntley Green Antique Centre for kindly sponsoring the bracket and
mounting.
It is great to have such support for the flag in the village.
We will be putting more Cromford flags out again when the clocks go forward.
from The Cromford Flag Group"

(Picture Next Page)
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Christmas Unwrapped at Cromford C of E Primary School

Local Chernobyl Childrens Lifeline Link
members are looking for volunteer
families to host Belarusian children this
summer. (see page 4)
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Call for Host Families for this year’s Chernobyl Children’s visit
Local Chernobyl Children Lifeline Link members are looking for volunteer families to host
Belarusian children this summer
It’s that time of year again for CCLL’s Bonsall and Derbyshire Dales Link to call for local families
which can offer a temporary home for two Belarusian children this coming summer.
For more than 15 years the Link has been bringing kids over from areas of Ukraine and Belarus
most severely affected by the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant disaster. The total number of children
brought over by the Link since 2002 comes to over 150! During their visit the children enjoy living in
a clean and healthy environment, being looked after by a friendly group of caring Link members and
having lots of fun taking part in their activity programme.
Even though more than three decades have passed since the tragic nuclear accident, the problem
is still there. Because it takes over a hundred years for the most harmful radionuclides, such as
Caesium 137 or Strontium 90, to dissipate to a safe level, the people living in the affected areas
today continue to ingest radiation by drinking contaminated water and consuming contaminated
food. As a result, the second generation of ‘Chernobyl children’ still needs our support today just as
much as the first generation needed it thirty years ago.
We are looking for local families who might be interested in hosting two Belarusian children
between 9 and 11 years of age for two or four weeks (it’s up to you) in this year’s 4-week summer
programme, July 14th to August 11th, 2018. If you are interested, please don’t delay contacting
us, as it takes a little time for us to arrange the hosting.
Hosting children is a fun, mutually enjoyable and rewarding engagement. Two children, boys or
girls, will live with you in your house for two or four weeks, sharing your lifestyle, eating with you at
your table and participating in a number of recreational activities organized by the Link committee.
Although hosting children certainly requires a reasonable level of dedication and responsibility, you
are not left on your own or completely tied to the kids, as our support families will happily give you a
hand if you need the odd day off. The children are generally well-behaved, and come over with their
Group Leader who is also a translator, so there are no significant issues with the language or
cultural barrier. All the children will understand some English.
We would be delighted to hear from prospective families living in Cromford and the surrounding
area. While Bonsall is the heart of the Link, we have host and support families that live in Cromford,
Matlock, Wirksworth, Darley Dale, Rowsley, Starkholmes, Lea and Birchover, as well as in other
Derbyshire villages. If you would like to make a real difference to the lives of some Belarusian
children this summer please contact Chris Broome, the Link Chairman, on Tel. 01629 824512 or by
email to chair.bonsall@ccll.org.uk to find out more. For more information about the work of the
charity visit the national charity website at www.ccll.org.uk.
The Bonsall and Derbyshire Dales Link of CCLL (registered charity No. 1014274) was formed back
in 2002 by its current and founding Chairman, Chris Broome, a Bonsall
resident for over 28 years. One of over 70 active Links throughout Great
Britain, the Link raises its own funds to bring groups of between six and
twelve children who live in contaminated areas of Ukraine and Belarus to the
UK, to offer them four weeks of fun and TLC along with free eye tests and
glasses and dental treatment for those of them who need it.
Picture Page 3
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A Message from the Mill
A new year is now upon us and as I look out of my office window, I can see sunshine and
snowdrops and hear the sound of the water rushing frantically through the mill yard. Spring is clearly
on its way and like the water outside, there is frantic activity amongst the team here at Cromford, as
we prepare for the exciting season of events we have planned for the coming months.
Our new events guide is now out and can be collected from the Mill shop, providing a calendar of
events, which includes a huge range of talks, tours and activities which should offer something to
suit all interests and tastes. Key highlights over the coming weeks include:
th

Sunday 11 March – Mother’s day – Cook Stars provide a baking class at which you can refine
your baking skills, make your own high tea and make cupcakes to take home. “The Great British
Bake Off” here we come!! Also a special Mother’s Day afternoon tea will be on offer at Arkwright’s
Café so book now to avoid disappointment.
12th – 16th March –Chesterfield College will be presenting a Fashion and Arts show called “A Day
in the Life” inspired by Cromford Mill and its history. There will be exhibitions of Fine Art, Applied Art,
Fashion and the Performing Arts.
Saturday 31st March – Monday 2nd April – Easter weekend will include our Easter Egg hunt, a
host of activities including Woodies Wings Birds of Prey, Craft activities and Easter treats in the
Cafes, so please come and join us and bring your family and friends. There will also be a craft
market operating all weekend offering a diverse range of goods to delight you.
A new addition this year is that Bamfords auctioneers will be on site, the second Tuesday of each
month, to help anyone who would like to know more about any antiques or items they have at home
or in the attic and give a value and advise on selling if required.
Talks to attend are “Life on Ice” presented by our very own Operations Director, Simon Gill, who
will be giving a spectacular account of his time working with the British Antarctic Survey. There is
also a Talk from “The Plague Doctor” from Eyam, who will amuse and shock you by talking about
a world without anaesthetic or antibiotics! Tickets for both talks are £8 and include refreshments.
Tickets can be obtained from the Mill. Please see our website for booking information.
Also Upcycle Creative are now offering Furniture Painting Workshops and John Hermansen
Pottery a range of pottery classes to help you develop your artistic side and find a new hobby this
year.
On the 26th - 28th May, Whit Bank Holiday weekend, we are holding a Derbyshire event to celebrate
all this great county has to offer. We would like to hear from Performers, Dance Groups, Artists,
Creative Craft groups or individuals, food & drink companies, local interest groups and businesses
based in Derbyshire, to showcase to visitors, the diverse and innovative people who live and work in
the county. If you would like to be part of this exciting weekend event then please contact our events
team on 01629 823256 or via our website; we’d love to hear from you!

Simon Wallwork

Chief Executive The Arkwright Society

The school playing field on Allen’s Hill is a designated dog
free area. It is illegal to exercise any dog or take any dog,
except a guide dog, onto this area.
Failure to observe this restriction can result in prosecution
and a fine.
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A CHALLENGE TO CROMFORD VILLAGE
CROMFORD WI launch “Cromford Cuts Plastic”

We’ve all seen the dreadful pictures of the plastic waste causing so much damage to the
environment.
So - What is Cromford going to do about it? Cromford WI is launching a competition to design a
logo for “Cromford Cuts Plastic” which will be suitable for a 25 mm sticker or to enlarge to A4 or
A5 size. Prizes £20 each for a junior school age child and for an 11-16 year old. We hope to
have these all over the village by early summer. Send your entry by 14th April, with your name,
address, age and parent’s signature
to j.chambers30@btinternet.com .
We also want YOUR family’s ideas on how to cut plastic waste – please send your idea
to j.chambers30@btinternet.com
£40 prize for the most original and effective.
Businesses and societies in Cromford – please email the same address if you would like to get
involved.
Look around you and see what you can do to cut plastic waste.
Let’s show how Cromford can make a difference.
Cromford Open Gardens
Cromford Open Gardens has been an enjoyable annual event since 2011 and raises about
£600 a year towards village charities and activities. The planned date is Sunday 8th. July, from
12.30 to 5.30 pm., but several regulars are "resting"and we badly need new participants. It
would be great to extend the walking route further The Hill, Hawthorn Drive or Bedehouse Lane
to Barnwell Lane this year. Allotments and gardens large or small, flowery or vegetably are
welcome. Insurance is taken care of and the leaflet warns which gardens are steep and for the
sure-footed only. All you have to do is sit and talk to visitors.
Anyone interested in joining in please contact Dave Mitchell as soon as possible.
davescarthin@gmail.com 01629 823456 or leave a message at the bookshop.
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Cllr Garry Purdy

Thankfully spring is just around the corner as evidenced by the snowdrops blooming in my garden.
Now that spring is nearly here, we will be asking the District Council to make a clean sweep of the
streets in the village to get rid of the salt and grit that has been laid down over the winter period.
Three very important Full Council meetings take place in March.
th
th
On the 5 March we have decisions to make on the Council Tax and Budget setting. On the 8 a Special
th
meeting to deal with the outcome of the consultation on public conveniences and on the 15 March,
another Special Council meeting to decide on the review and consultation on the Authorities Leisure
Services.
I cannot and would not make any comment at this stage, except to remind you that if you wish to make
any comment in the public speaking section of these meetings then please be reminded that you have to
register your wish to do so by noon on the day before the meeting, or by Friday lunchtime in the event of
the Monday evening meeting.
Reports have come before us once again on the misuse of drugs in the village. The Police have
responded and investigated, but with negative result. If you have any concrete evidence on the misuse
of drugs, do please report it to the Police. If you wish to remain anonymous, then I recommend you use
the Crimestoppers Tel No – 0800 555 111.
I am sure those of you that use Cromford Railway Station will notice how very much better the approach
road and its gardens are looking after brilliant hard work by the Station Volunteers.
We are always looking for more volunteers, so, now that spring is here, and its going to get a bit warmer,
do please think about joining us. You will be made very welcome and I can assure you that there is a
benefit in it via East Midlands trains if you attend on a regular basis. We do two half mornings per month
on a Tuesday and Friday each month.

Derbyshire Dales District Council

Cllr Joyce Pawley

Fuel Poverty
A bright, cold frosty morning today and I started to think about how lovely it was to be tucked up warm
inside. Not everyone is so lucky.
We keep hearing about climate change, fuel poverty and energy efficiency in the news, but did you know
that Derbyshire Dales District Council is working in partnership with the Local Authorities Energy
Partnership, Derby County Council and local GP’s to identify those people who live in energy inefficient
houses?
If you are struggle to pay your energy bills or find it difficult to afford to improve your homes, or suffer
from chronic health problems associated with cold living conditions help is at hand. The District Council
has decided to work with their partners to assist those people who are most at risk from fuel poverty.
For more information about this scheme contact Derbyshire Dales District Council on 01629 761212 or
Envhealth@derbyshiredales.gov.uk
What goes in which bin?
Do you ever ask where do I put this? Here are the answers for a few of the more unusual waste items
you might need to recycle.
Aluminium coffee capsules
Grey bin/black sack
Bicycle Inner Tube
Grey bin/black sack
Cassette tapes
Grey bin/black sack
Crab shell
Food caddy
Envelopes (with window)
Blue lid bin/blue bag
Knitting needles
Grey bin/black sacks
Negatives (photographs)
Grey bin/black sacks
For the full A-Z list go to Derbyshire Dales Clean and Green tab and select the A – Z of Waste. It’s
amazing what’s included!

Diary Dates

Contact Details
Clerk To the Council: Dawn Land 01773 831025

Mother’s Day event (see page 5)
Sunday 11th March - Cromford Mill
Easter Service (see page 2)
Friday 23rd March - Cromford School - 9.15 am
Fashion and Arts Show (see page 5)
12th - 16th March - Cromford Mill
Deadline for Plastics Logo Competition
(See page 6)
Saturday 14th April
Cromford Open Gardens (see page 6)
Sunday 8th July

Cromford Community Centre
The Autumn has seen extensive interior redecorating at the Community Centre and a grant
has been received from the Better Derbyshire
Dales Fund toward re-pointing the exterior
masonry and renovating and re-painting the many
window-frames. Public events in the Autumn to
Christmas period included a meal for cadets and
others attending the Remembrance Day services,
fireworks and a barbecue for Bonfire Night, The
OAP's meal, a Christmas wreath-making session
and Carol Concert with Cromford Community
Band.

Email: cromfordparishcouncil@hotmail.com

Parish Councillors
Chairman: Cllr. Sue Mosley

822924

Cllr. Barbara Bowman

822889

(Vice Chair)

Cllr. Jeremy Beckett

822659

Cllr. Matthew Birch

07967 237 613

Cllr. Russ Boyack

823111

Cllr. Chris Earnshaw

824236

Cllr. Carol Easton

822117

Cllr. Julie Lowe

584552

Cllr. Joyce Pawley

825431

Cllr. Derek Roose

822544

Parish Footpath Officer: John Mee

Derbyshire Dales District Councillors:
Cllr. Garry Purdy
garry.purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823636

Cllr. Joyce Pawley
joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

825431

Derbyshire Dales Offices

761100

Derbyshire County Councillor:
Cllr. Irene Ratcliffe

(Pictures page 6)
Membership of the Community Centre Association
helps support the building and activities - only £5
per year, payable at the Club bar (open Thursday
to Monday evenings - voluntary help also
welcome."

Derbyshire County Council Hotline
0845 6058058

Contact Us

Please use any of the telephone
numbers above to contact a member
of the Parish Council

Name
Contact Details
(Please give an address in
Cromford, an email address or a telephone number for one of the councillors to contact you)
I would like to speak to a Councillor about

Please return to Cllr. J. Beckett, 43, Market Place, Cromford

Signed

This newsletter is published by Cromford Parish Council. It is edited by Councillor Jeremy Beckett and
contributions and suggestions would be welcomed for future editions.

