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Chairman’s Report

Christmas is fast approaching; we are planning to switch on the village 
lights on Saturday 9th December at 18.30 along with Santa and his sleigh. 
The newly refurbished Community Centre will be open for refreshments.

Cromford Parish Council meets on the 3rd Wednesday of each month 
except August at 19.30 in the institute. The agenda will be on the notice 
boards prior to the meeting. Residents are welcome to attend any 
meeting, open sessions for questions will be at the beginning of the 
meeting and residents can stay for the rest of the meeting but are not 
allowed to contribute.

The weather was kind to us for Apple Day this year. Heidi from Radio 
Derby interviewed Dave and Ian which was on the radio throughout the 
day was well attended and enjoyed by all. Thanks to everyone who 
organised this event and also the garden produce show in the community 
centre. next event will be the Christmas Market.

Gary and his groundwork team of volunteers have carried out some work 
on the footpath by the station to Bow Wood. These works are organised 
and paid for by the Parish Council with the aid of a grant from the County 
Council. 

We have received reports of people walking their dogs in the children's 
playing field and park area. Could I remind dog walkers these areas are 
dog free zones as the signs state on the entrances. 

The Mill Road yellow lines are still ongoing. Hopefully this will be resolved 
soon and the lines installed.

Residents have told us of regular drug dealing in the village. We have 
passed this on to the police but I must stress it is important you also 
phone 101 or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800555111 to pass on any 
information you have, Police will be regularly be patrolling these areas.

Reminder for the procedure of the defibrillator, If you find a person 
collapsed dial 999. The operator will tell you where the defibrillator is on 
the wall of the Community Centre and the code to open the box. The 
operator will continue talking to you. Take the defibrillator to the patient 
and open it and then the defibrillator will start to give you exact 
instructions to follow. Continue until medical help arrives. The medical 
team will close down the defibrillator, put it back in the box and close the 
door. Mr Pawley will be notified as he regularly checks the defibrillator, 
let's hope we never have to use it.

We wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from our Clerk 
Dawn and all the Parish Councillors. Keep safe and have a wonderful 
time.

News from
around the
Millpond

Newsletter of
Cromford Parish Council

Sue Mosley

Diary Dates
There are so many 

Christmas 
activities that this 
diary space is too 

small.
Please see the 
details in each 

article.
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Aquabox - local charity saving lives in disaster zones!

Wirksworth Rotary Club plan to have a showcase stall at the Cromford Xmas Market  to 
highlight the humanitarian work of your local charity (housed at the top of Cromford Hill).  Since 
1993, over 100,000 boxes containing a range of items, selected for “usefulness” to those “who 
have lost everything”, have been dispatched all over the world.  The star item is the AquaFilter - 
a sophisticated pump capable of cleansing polluted water to safe drinking standard.  This 
summer Aquabox received the prestigious Queen’s Award for Volunteers which reflects the 
input of over 70 local volunteers every week and the numerous Knit and Natter groups who 
supply blankets, jumpers and teddies for the emergency aid boxes. All this has been achieved 
by the efforts of one part-time paid employee and the unpaid contribution of Rotarians and 
volunteers!

Sue Mosley 

CROMFORD SCHOOL NEWS

A bit less than a year ago, we launched our after-school club. It has proved so popular with the children 

and parents that, since September, we’ve increased the number of days we offer (from 4 to 5), extended 

the service to all children (including Reception children) and we’ve launched a breakfast club every 

morning too. Children can be dropped at any time from 7:30am and are given breakfast. After school, 

various activities are offered (on Mondays: Derby County Multi-sports, Tuesdays: Street Dance, 

Wednesdays: Science, Thursdays: Forest Club, Fridays: Multi-crafts Activities). 

The service is flexible as parents can book the number of days they wish and do so at short notice. It’s 
also very good value for money (£4 for a morning session and £3-£4 for an afternoon session up to 
4:30pm or 5pm). 

It provides an invaluable service to parents. ‘I couldn’t manage without the morning and afternoon clubs. 
I work part-time and it’s fantastic to know that my son is in safe hands and enjoys himself before and 
after school. It’s really affordable too and flexible. I love it!’ said one of our Reception parents. For many 
years we’d been talking about setting up a morning and after school club recognising how crucial it is for 
parents but we just didn’t have the resources. It’s thanks to a Lottery Money Grant that we were finally 
able to get started and a lot of hard work from our head-teacher, Liz Foster, and our Chair of Governors, 
Gill Donaldson, who organised it financially and administratively so it could work properly over the long 
term. And of course, we couldn’t do it without the brilliant staff running the sessions every day. We’re 
delighted to be able to offer the breakfast and after-school club to parents. It’s such a great addition to 
our school. 

We’d like to share another excellent piece of news. For the second year running, Cromford School has 
received the School Games GOLD Award for Sports. The award recognises the school’s commitment, 
engagement and delivery of competitive school sports in 2016/17. It’s a fantastic achievement.

Finally we would like to say a big Thank you to all who came to our McMillan coffee afternoon at 
school in September. We raised a total of £376.07 and are delighted to be able to support such a good 
cause.

Dates for your diary:
th

Come and see us sing at Cromford Christmas market on 25  November.
Our Christmas Fayre is on Friday 8th December at school from 3:15pm to 4:30pm. Please come along, 
everyone's welcome! 
You're also all warmly invited to our Carol Service on Monday 18th December, 2pm at Saint Mary's 
church. It's a lovely event followed by free tea and mince.
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For your information this is the new marked 
up Safer Neighbourhood Team Vehicle.  

One to look out for around the area.

The “Tantivy” road coach (article page 4) 
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Tantivy    Trevor Griffin  Director              Belper Community Enterprise

The Greyhound Hotel reverted to its old role as a coaching inn when the “Tantivy” road coach 
(picture page 3) made a return trip from Belper to Cromford on 15th October to celebrate 200 years 
of the turnpike road, which is now the A6. It is the original coach that operated between Derby and 
Matlock Bath in 1894 and 1895.

Hundreds of people lined the route to see the amazing spectacle which was enjoyed by twenty-four 
passengers making one-way journeys. These included one from the USA and one from Russia.

The magnificent team of horses came from West Wales and was provided by Gwyn Williams of 
Tristar, whose son Daniel drove the coach. The coach, recently restored, is owned by Adrian Lander 
of Rushmere Farm Carriages, of Coleford in the Forest of Dean.

The trip started from the Lion Hotel in Belper, another old coaching inn where the “Tantivy” used to 
change horses in the 1890s. The period atmosphere was enhanced by many people, other than 
passengers, wearing appropriate costume. They included members of the “Loyal volunteers” and 
other re-enactment groups, one member taking on the job of blowing the post horn, because the 
regular guard had been taken ill.

The coach was flagged away by Belper Mayor Councillor Peter Hurst and did a quick return trip 
down Bridge and Chapel Streets before heading north. With a maximum speed of 12mph the coach 
pulled in frequently to let traffic pass. Fortunately the weather was kind making the journey a 
fantastic experience.

Crowds were waiting at Cromford to watch the coach swing around in the Market Place and stop in 
front of the Greyhound Hotel, these included members of the Arkwright Society in period costume. 
Tina Waddingham organised an excellent buffet for the passengers while the horses were washed 
down and refreshed.

The trip was organised as part of the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage Site Discovery Days and 
certainly drew attention to this popular annual event. Georgian games, a talk about health and 
hygiene in that period and demonstrations by the Arkwright Spinners were also taking place in 
Cromford Mill at the same time that added interest for visitors on the same day. One objective of the 
event was to make the links between the communities in Cromford and Belper, created by the 
Derwent Valley, to be more obvious to the general public.

The profits from “Tantivy”, including sales of photographs taken by Ashley Franklin and of a souvenir 
booklet will help the project to build the new tearooms in Belper River Gardens. This project is 
managed by Belper Community Enterprise and supported by the Friends of Belper River Gardens.

CROMFORD INSTITUTE NEEDS YOUR HELP!

The Institute is looked after by a group of volunteers. We have a small management committee 
that help to look after the building.

We need your help as our treasurer/caretaker has decided to leave us. Elaine has been at the 
Institute for over 5 years and done an amazing job of redecorating and looking after things as 

well as keeping her eye on the money! We are going to miss her and want to say a huge thank 
you for all her hard work.

The Institute has been part of the village since Arkwright’s time and it would be sad for it not to 
be a part of our village.

If you could help us out, please get in touch with Carol Easton, Janet Chambers, W.I or Julie 
Lowe, Parish Councillor.
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A Festive Message from the Mill
“IT’S CHRISTMAS!!” yells Noddy Holder every festive season and likewise here at Cromford Mills, we 
are wanting to shout long and loud about the wonderful, festive events we have in the coming weeks.

Our Christmas Shop is now open selling an array of Christmas Gifts, decorations and Christmas cards 
which all support some excellent charitable causes. So why not get your Christmas cards from us here 
at Cromford Mill, help some worthwhile causes, and you can look at some of our lovely gift ideas in the 
Mill shop at the same time.

We would also be delighted if you could join us for the following dates over the Christmas period:
st th1  -15  December – Medley Crafts have a daily craft market in the Gothic Wharf, next  to the canal, 

showcasing a range of wonderful Crafts and Gifts all from local artisans.
th th

7 -10  December – Christmas Wreath Making Workshops at the Mill – please see details on our 
website or call on 01629 823256.

th
8  December – Christmas Tree Festival – 6-9pm
We are having a special evening of events to highlight the Christmas trees in the yard, which will have 
been decorated by local schools, groups and companies, to make our courtyard a real picture this 
Christmas. There will be music and carol singing, the shops and café will be open, as well as mulled 
wine, mince pies and all sorts of festive treats for you to enjoy.
If you would like to decorate a tree ahead of the evening, either as part of a group or as an individual, 
then please contact our events team on 01629 823256 and ask for details.
John Hermansen, our resident potter and Lee Richards our upcycling expert are also holding open 
workshops for the evening, so you can see their works and book a course as a new interest for the New 
Year.

th thSaturday 9  & Sunday 10  December – 10am -4pm – A Christmas Family Fun weekend with 
Christmas Games, Donkey rides, Owls & Parrots, Christmas Craft Fayre, Festive Food and even Father 
Christmas himself will be on site each day.

ndFriday 22  December at 7.15 pm – 8.30pm –Carol Service at St Mary’s Church – There will be a 
special service with Carols and Readings at the beautiful St Mary’s Church to enjoy. Once the service is 
over please join us for refreshments which will include festive punch cake and mince pies. There is no 
charge for this event.

We will be open on Boxing Day and New Year’s Day, so if you are out walking or watching the raft race, 
why not drop in for a warming drink or bring family and friends so they can learn more about Cromford 
and local area.

The New Year will bring a whole new programme of events, talks & lectures, trips and classes for 
everyone who has an interest, so why not make the most of the opportunities the Arkwright Society can 
offer and become a member. Membership or volunteering are a great way to get involved in the many 
events that happen every week and helps to secure the future of these unique historic buildings.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Simon Wallwork Commercial Director

CROMFORD CHRISTMAS MARKET.
THSATURDAY 25  NOVEMBER 1Oam to 5pm

AN UNDERCOVER CHRISTMAS MARKET ON THE PROM SCARTHIN.
Come and join us for mulled wine, peas and mint sauce or hot roast cob and of course Christmas 

Shopping.
30 stalls of Christmas loveliness. Buy those unusual Christmas Gifts. All the stalls are in marques so 

come rain or shine you can shop at your leisure.
New this year- food corner -olives, cheeses, curry and lots more! 

There will be a raffle drawn on the day all proceeds to go to Air Ambulance and Macmillan.
Music while you shop from Windwirks and Cromford School.

Hope to see you there!
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Celebrating Cromford     Clarice Pass       Treasurer, Celebrating Cromford.

I would like to thank everyone who helped and took part, in making the June Celebrating Cromford festival the 
successful and fun day event it turned out to be.

The village was buzzing with everything from live music to a fly past by both Spitfire and Hurricane.
Celebrating Cromford are a group of villagers that give their time voluntarily to make all the events happen, not just 
the June festival but also Apple day and Open gardens, and the produce show, and we hope you enjoy these.

We do desperately need help though if these events are to carry on, as we are a dwindling army of helpers. Our 
thnext meeting is Tuesday January 9  in the Greyhound Hotel at 7:30pm . Please come along and join us and share 

your ideas for next year’s events.

We raise funds via the hire of a marquee, and a 200 club lucky numbers draw and the open gardens , details of 
which can be found on our website www.celebratingcromford.org 

As well as funding the events we donate to various charities and good causes within the village, including Air 
Ambulance, the Community Centre fireworks, Rainbows, Guides, Brownies, Play School and the Cromford Primary 
School.

We would not be able to do all this without your continued support, so once again thank you everyone . We look 
forward hopefully, seeing you at our next meeting.

Winter is coming! And with it the possibility of snow and ice.
 

So now is the time to get prepared.

If bad weather is forecast, the County Council website is the place to look to see all the most up to date news. It 
can tell you if gritting or snow clearing is taking place and where, if roads are unpassable and if schools, libraries 
etc are closed or events cancelled due to bad weather.

The website is www.derbyshire.gov.uk. Enter snow info into the top right hand query box, follow the prompts and 
it will take you to the “Snow Info” page.

Derbyshire County Council are responsible for the clearing and gritting of the highways, but if there is a heavy 
snowfall they cannot be everywhere at the same time. This is where you can help. If you know of nearby vulnerable 
or elderly people be a “snow buddy” and keep an eye on them, helping if needed with shopping etc and report to 
DCC if you have any concerns for them.

In Cromford, the County Council regularly grit and clear several bus routes in and around the village. These are the 
A6, Mill Road, Starkholmes Road and Lea Road, Market Place and The Hill, Water Lane and Via Gellia.

DCC have yellow grit bins located around the village and Cromford Parish Council provide some extra ones. They 
are there for you to use on the roads and pavements. It is an offence to use this grit on private property, so please 
be prepared by getting in your own stock of grit or rock salt – perhaps with your neighbours -  to use on your drives 
or paths around your house. 

If a grit bin is empty go to the “Snow Info” page on the DCC website and it will give instructions on how to report 
this. Alternatively take down the ID number which should be on the grit bin and ring “Call Derbyshire” on 01629 
533190.

But remember – the salt grit lowers the freezing point of water and is most effective on roads when ground down by 
the weight of traffic. It does not stop freezing if the temperature drops below minus 8 degrees Celsius, so if it is 
very, very cold take care – roads and pavements will still be icy. 
People are sometimes worried by stories they have heard about clearing snow and ice on the roads and 
pavements. There's no law stopping you from doing this and it's very unlikely you'd be sued or held legally 
responsible if someone was injured on the path if you clear it carefully. No one has ever been successfully sued in 
Derbyshire. 

To get the best results just follow the simple steps set out on the DCC Snow info page:

Or why not become part of Cromford’s Snow Warden Team.?

In this scheme the Parish Council distributes “pavement grit” to volunteers to clear snow and keep pavements ice 
free. At the moment we are concentrating on the pavements in the centre of the village near the shops, bus stops 
and school as these are the most heavily used by pedestrians and we want to minimise the danger of people 
walking on cleared but busy roads.

We are always looking for volunteers to help us – the more volunteers the more pavements we can clear. 
Contact Sue Mosley or Barbara Bowman if you are interested Contact details on the back page.
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Derbyshire Dales District Council                                                    Cllr Garry Purdy

Following an about two years absence of Police at our Parish Council meetings, we finally received a visit 
from the Police Officer and PCSO dedicated to this area at the last Parish Council meeting.

The week previous the Full Council at the Town Hall received a visit and presentation by the 
Superintendent of Police responsible for the area, and Inspector Nash of Matlock Police. The Full Council 
was informed that following an experiment of withdrawing Police personnel from local Police Stations, to 
be based at Divisional HQ such as Buxton, and then be allotted jobs, this experiment had failed and the 
Chief Constable had ordered a return to local Police Stations in order to patrol and engage with the local 
community.

This is what Sir Robert Peel initiated in the early conception of the modern Police Service, and it is not 
rocket science to understand that if the Police are not part of and engage with the local community that 
trust will be lost and a consequent rise in crime with the criminals knowing that the patch is not policed 
anymore. 

Please do not hesitate therefore now to report all matters appertaining to anti-social behaviour and crime 
to the Police. Unless the Police get such reports, you run the risk of losing that Police contact once again.

Sadly it has come to our notice of a case of animal cruelty in the village, with serious concerns at lack of 
involvement by the RSPCA, and a physical and verbal assault on a valued member of the Community. 
Such behaviour will not be tolerated, and this is a case that has been reported to the Police. The matter is 
ongoing.

We continue to press for yellow line regulations along Mill Lane to ease congestion, especially near to the 
entrance to Cromford Meadows and Cromford Bridge. 

Has anyone had any near misses by crossing the main A6 road at Cromford Tors. I have received a 
report of a near miss with a car, so I wish to gather information as to any more pedestrian crossing 
incidents in order to evaluate the situation.

If you have any queries or concerns do not hesitate to contact me.

Regards   Cllr Garry Purdy

Derbyshire Dales District Council                                                 Cllr Joyce Pawley

If you want information about anything that Derbyshire Dales District Council does you could not do 
better than go to our Web site which is a mine of information.  For news and for the chance to express 
your own opinions we also have a Facebook page which keeps members of the public up to date with 
what is going on District wide.  Currently the page features:

Cllr Ann Elliot’s efforts to raise money for the Sick Childrens’ Trust.  Ann is a District Councillor and 
currently Mayor of Matlock.

A Christmas Markets and Lights Switch on guide.

Local schemes which are available to help businesses improve digital technology and skills.

Free friendly health walk schemes.

The Victorian Christmas Market in Hall Leys Park from the 1-3 December.

Speaking of which may I wish you a very enjoyable Christmas and a Happy New Year

The school playing field on Allen’s Hill is a designated dog free area.  
It is illegal to exercise any dog or take any dog, except a guide dog, 
onto this area.

Failure to observe this restriction can result in prosecution and a fine. 
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Its Your Station Alastair Morley Community Rail Officer Derbyshire County Council

Cromford Station Group won the Silver Level in the ‘It's Your Station’ category at this year's 
National Community Rail Awards, held in Derby.

Through harnessing a range of local interest the Cromford community have transformed the 
overgrown station into a welcoming and cared for environment.  The station has been 
replanted with thousands of native plants and bulbs and children's artwork now adorns the 
station platform.   The improvements have involved Cromford Station Adopters, Cromford 
Parish Council, Derwent Valley Line Community Rail Partnership, East Midlands Trains and 
Network Rail.  Grants towards making many of the improvements happen have been received 
from the Association of Community Rail Partnerships (ACoRP), DerwentWISE, Derbyshire 
County Council' Community Leadership Fund and Derbyshire Dales District Council's Local 
Projects Fund.

The Cromford Station Art Project produced by children from Cromford C of E Primary School 
and Cromford Parish Council was also shortlisted in the Community Art Schemes category.

The annual community rail awards, arranged by the Association of Community Rail 
Partnerships, were held in Derby for the first time on Thursday 5 October.  Community groups 
from right across the UK converged in the city to recognise and celebrate the fundamental 
role community rail plays in maintaining and improving the railway network.

Many guests at the awards had the opportunity to take part in some additional events 
organised by East Midlands Trains and the Derwent Valley Line Community Rail Partnership.  
This included a train naming event to recognise the importance of Community Rail.  'The 
Station Volunteer' was chosen which was proposed by Garry Purdy, Cromford Station 
Volunteer and Vice Chair of the Derwent Valley Line Community Rail Partnership. This 
winning entry was chosen from numerous entries from Station Volunteers from across the 
East Midlands.

Photographs of the prizewinning teams can be seen on the page opposite (Editor)

Cromford Station Volunteers wish to give our thanks to Don Sturt, for his work in 
clearing the site of soil and rubble, and Slinter Quarry for the generous donation of 
concrete and laying of a plinth as the base for our new tool store.

Your Local Safer Neighbourhood Police

PC Pat Squires and PCSO Spencer Nixon are the new beat Officers covering Matlock Bath, Cromford, 
Wirksworth, Bonsall and Middleton. They have already been out into the Community over recent months 
and meeting members of the public and local businesses.  Over the coming weeks they will be visiting 
locals schools to meet staff and children to carry out various talks about Road Safety, anti-social 
behaviour and the effects of alcohol with the older children. 

A key part of their Policing roles are to tackle local issues within the community such as speeding, anti-
social behaviour and drug issues.  They are very keen to problem solve using a multi-agency approach.
   
They have already been involved in a number of speed watch operations to help combat speeding 
complaints in the area.

PC SQUIRES and PCSO NIXON would urge members of the public to report incidents via 101.
 
For your information our new marked up Safer Neighbourhood Team Vehicle is to be seen in the 
photograph on page three.  One to look out for around the area.



This newsletter is published by Cromford Parish Council.  It is edited by Councillor Jeremy Beckett and 
contributions and suggestions would be welcomed for future editions.   

Contact Us 

 

 

 

 

 

Santa Sleigh Returns Again to Cromford!

Wirksworth Rotarians will assist Santa to tour 
Cromford streets on the evening of 14th December!
From about 6pm the sleigh will visit Hawthorn Drive 
and area, Tor View Rise and the end of North Street 
outside The Bell.  Santa will finally travel down the 
Hill to the Market Place to complete the visit at 7.30.  
Santa and his reindeer will be available for 
photographs for the family album!
(Snowy weather will prevent his appearance on that 
date, however.)

Contact:Kath Bishell : 825155

Please use any of the telephone 
numbers above to contact a member 

of the Parish Council

 
Name
 
Contact Details (Please give an address in 

Cromford, an email address or a telephone number for one of the councillors to contact you) 
 
I would like to speak to a Councillor about 
 

SignedPlease return to Cllr. J. Beckett, 43, Market Place, Cromford      

Contact Details

Clerk To the Council: Dawn Land 01773 831025

Email: cromfordparishcouncil@hotmail.com

Parish Councillors 

Chairman:  Cllr. Sue Mosley 822924

Cllr. Barbara Bowman (Vice Chair) 822889

Cllr. Jeremy Beckett 822659

Cllr. Matthew Birch  07967 237 613

Cllr. Russ Boyack             823111

Cllr. Chris Earnshaw 824236

Cllr. Carol Easton 822117

Cllr. Julie Lowe 584552

Cllr. Joyce Pawley 825431

Cllr. Derek Roose 822544

Parish Footpath Officer: John Mee

Derbyshire Dales District Councillors:

Cllr. Garry Purdy 823636
garry.purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Cllr. Joyce Pawley 825431
joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Derbyshire Dales Offices 761100

Derbyshire County Councillor:

Cllr. Irene Ratcliffe

Derbyshire County Council Hotline
  0845 6058058 

Come to a Christmas Wreath Workshop

th
on Friday 8  December  

at Cromford Community 

          Centre

at  7.30pm 

Cost Tickets  £6 

   

The ticket includes a base for the wreath plus 

mulled wine and Christmas nibbles.  

A donation will be given to the local schools.

Please bring your own decorations and greenery.

Advance booking needed so to reserve a place 

please ring: 01629 583924 (please leave your 

name & contact number on the answerphone)

or email:
holytrinitymatlockbath@hotmail.com


