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We hope you enjoyed Celebrating Cromford. There must have been an 
interest for you over the weekend with all the hard work the committee 
had prepared during the year. It was great to see the Community Centre 
so busy with lots of people sat outside listening to the Brass Band. The 
Open Gardens was a success once again with more people coming to 
Cromford to enjoy our village. We look forward to Apple Day on Scarthin 
on the 14th October.
The Community Centre is looking good. The downstairs room has been 
painted .The outside now has flower pots on the posts. If you have a 
talent and some spare time call in they will welcome you. Volunteers 
from the village have been tree cutting at the top of the Lime Yard Car 
Park, Thank you; we need more people like you.
Gary and the Groundwork team have done some more steps on the path 
to Bow Wood. We are looking to do some more work on this path. These 
works are organised and paid for by the Parish Council with the aid of a 
grant by the County Council. The Litter pick this year was on Saturday 
3rd June, there were very few of us but we did get round all the main 
streets in Cromford. 
We've had 2 meetings this month: the first regarding the future of the 
Public toilets and the second regarding the repair and future of the Bear 
Pit, see more details in the newsletter.
I would like to emphasise once again to please phone 101 and report 
any crimes. You can receive a phone call from the police if you are 
worried about them coming to your home. It is important everything is 
logged regarding incidents in the village. 
We have a new councillor Matthew Birch who lives on Ridgewood Drive. 
He was invited for co-option at the July meeting. We welcome Matthew 
as he fills the last vacancy. 
Shelley has opened her shop in the Market Place called The Vintage 
Mart selling a selection of vintage and collectable china, pottery, 
jewellery and compacts. You will find Lee at Upcycled Creative in the Mill 
Yard. His new shop is an award winning company specialising in 
upcycling lightning and furniture as chosen by BBCs Dragons Den Theo 
Paphitis. We welcome them to Cromford 
The proposed changes to the car parking policy and ticket changes 
could affect The Market Place and The Lime Yard.
This will particularly affect residents in the Market Place and on Scarthin.  
Make sure that you have your say:  Find out more and take the survey 
at.- www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/parkingreview 
until Monday Sept. 18 th

Enjoy the rest of the Summer 

  



When Cromford Parish Council got in touch in Autumn 2016 to ask if we would like to create 
paintings to be displayed permanently at Cromford Train Station, we jumped at the opportunity. 
The children carefully picked their favourite views of Cromford and designed their paintings. 
Everyone from Reception to Year 6 got involved. The result is a group of 14 wonderful 
colourful paintings, 7 of which have been on display at the station since May and the others 
going on display in September. Thank you so much to Jeremy Beckett of the Parish Council 
who organised all this. Jeremy was so impressed with the quality of the paintings that he’s 
entered us in a nationwide Station Art competition, the result of which should be announced in  
September. Fingers crossed! 
(Editor's note - the entry has been shortlisted for an award, and by the time you receive this 
newsletter we will know the results which are due on 6th September. More news next time - 
but in the meantime go and look at the paintings for yourself.)
In July, we said goodbye to our year 6 leavers. The Leavers' Assembly held on 20th July was 
very emotional, as it always is. Our leavers delighted us with songs and poems and received 
lots of books and presents. We wish them all the very best. In September, we welcome our 
biggest intake for the last 10 years with 15 new children starting in Reception and 4 joining our 
Junior class. This will take the overall number of children at school to just over 60, which is 
great news. Not only do we welcome new children but we’re also welcoming new members of 
staff: Helen Quick will join the Infant class as a High Level Teaching Assistant (she’s also a 
qualified teacher) and Helena Beaumont who joined us as teacher in the Junior class will 
increase her hours. Our little school is buzzing.
Date for your diary: We’re having our traditional MacMillan Coffee afternoon on Wednesday 
27th September at 1:30pm. There will be tea, coffee and the most delicious homemade 
cakes; all for a very good cause. Do come and join us. All welcome!
For more information, check our website www.cromfordcofeschool.com or call us on 01629 
822 248.

INTERESTED IN BECOMING A GOVERNOR AT 
CROMFORD CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY 

SCHOOL? 

Are you interested in the education of children? Do you live or work locally? Have you got a bit 
of time to become involved in a vibrant, happy and successful school?
The Governors of Cromford Primary School have a vacancy for one governor. You would be 
part of a team of governors committed to giving the children at Cromford School the best 
education possible. We are particularly looking for people with interest and skills in finance and/
or buildings and health & safety.
If you are interested and require any further information, please contact the school on 01629 
822248, or email Julie Hamilton, Clerk to the Governing Body at  
info@cromford.derbyshire.sch.uk

Cromford Parish Council Website: 
 

There being no Parish Council meeting in August minutes for July, and financial statements for 
July and August will be updated in September.
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For article on the 
Pallet Garden
Competition
see page 4

This space for a photograph of children's art work that 
I will send when I get back to UK on 2nd or 3rd 
September as they are on my laptop which is 
currently in Kent!



PALLET GARDENS COMPETITION RESULTS 
This 3rd edition of the pallet gardens competition has been wonderful with 24 entries and so much creativity on 
display. This year, the gardeners had to give a title to their pallet and were judged on plant choice, 
maintenance, reflection of the theme in the pallet and fun. After much deliberation from our 3 judges, the 
winners are as follows:
Horticultural Judges’ Winners:
'The Gaol Keeper’s Veg Patch’ by Rachael Pink - Old Lock-Up Gallery in the Adults’ category and ‘Musical 
Garden’ by Cromford Playgroup in the Children’s category.
Fun Judge’s Winners:
‘Goth is for Life, Not just for Whitby’ by Angela and Nick in the Adults’ category and ‘The Bookworms Garden’ 
by 1st Cromford Guides in the Children’s category.
Thank you so much to all the participants and to our judges. The pallets draw a smile and embellish our village 
particularly in front of the Methodist Church where there are so many and the dedicated gardeners (mostly 
children groups: Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Playgroup,...) keep them going almost all year round. We 
received a lot of positive comments about the pallets from the people coming to see the Open Gardens who 
love the project and find it inspiring. Thank you also to Celebrating Cromford for sponsoring the project (with 
money going to the children’s groups to help them buy plants to create their pallets) and to Scarthin Bookshop 
for sponsoring the competition prizes.
You can find the full competition results on www.celebratingcromford.org 

The “Bear Pit”, Cromford
The Bear Pit is a local name given to the structure at the end of Long or Cromford Sough also 
known locally as the Sough Tail.  It is located behind the shops at the top end of the Market 
Place. It is passed by the footpath starting opposite the Water Lane junction and running 
behind the shops to the school.
Many of you will have noticed the dislodged slab in the Bear Pit and are concerned about the 
damage that its current state is causing to the structure. The Parish Council has the same 
concerns and has had meetings with the Historic Buildings advisors from Derbyshire County 
Council with the intention of getting the required repairs carried out. 
The Parish Council has written to the Chief Executives of Derbyshire County Council and 
Derbyshire Dales DC along with Historic England expressing its concern about the damage in 
the Bear Pit.
The issue preventing any repairs is the lack of ownership of the structure. Exhaustive enquiries 
by the Parish Council have failed to determine who owns the structure. If the owner can be 
found then the Parish Council will help them get the necessary grants to get the structure 
repaired.
The Parish Council are concerned that if they organise these repairs, then they may become 
the organisation that is required to carry out future maintenance. Currently, grants for the 
works may be available but only up to a maximum of 80% of the costs, the remaining costs 
would have to be recovered by increasing the Parish precept. There is no guarantee that 
grants will be available in the future, consequently the Parish would have to fund the total cost 
of any future works.

The Parish Council would welcome any advice as to ownership of the structure. For contact 
details see page 8. 
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In this newsletter I would like to share with you some of the projects that are on offer in the area which are 
designed to help us start on the road to a new healthier way of living. 
Walking for Health
A programme of led walks across the Derbyshire Dales, supporting local communities to maintain active 
lifestyles and improve the health and wellbeing of local people. It's a great way of meeting new friends with the 
chance to socialise and enjoy refreshments either during or after the walk.  Why not encourage a friend to 
come with you?
To find out more go to Derbyshire Dales District Council Website or contact the Walking for Health officer, 
Howard Griffith on 01629 761194.

Cycling for Health
There are many dedicated cycle routes across the Derbyshire Dales which allow you to cycle for pleasure, 
shopping or just to get fitter. Cycling is an ideal sport to get out and enjoy the wonderful countryside in the 
Dales and improve your health at the same time. The Council provides coaching courses for children aged 5 
to 11 to encourage more people to take up cycling.

Healthy Hearts Clubs
Derbyshire Dales run Healthy Hearts Clubs at leisure facilities in Ashbourne, Bakewell, Matlock and 
Wirksworth.  These are run by qualified BACR Phase IV Gym Instructors where you can exercise under 
supervision to improve your heath.
Contact details for these is:
Tel 01629 761 212
Email: healthpromotion@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

Live Life Better Derbyshire - weight loss support
Live Life Better Derbyshire offers FREE weight management support. We support you to set and achieve your 
own weight loss targets and to maintain this weight loss long term. We are different to other weight loss 
programmes as we focus on what’s happening in both the body and the mind to help you achieve long-term 
weight loss and wellbeing.
To access this free programme you must:
Be over 16 years old and live in Derbyshire (excluding Derby City).
Have a BMI of 25 or more. BMI (Body Mass Index) is a measure of your weight in relation to your height. 
Knowing this can help you and us decide whether community or specialist weight management services would 
suit you best or whether you can access other community services. 

You can check your BMI by going to their site.  They have a group running at the Arc which I attend at the 
moment and find really supportive.  To find out more or to enroll simply go to their Website.  

These are just a few of the Healthy Living options that are being supported by your District Council, and there 
are many more especially when it comes to sport.  You only have to search and you will find something that 
suits your needs. 

Cllr Joyce Pawley 
Derbyshire Dales District Council

Car Park Review
The proposed changes to the car parking policy and ticket charges 
could affect The Market Place and The Lime Yard. This will 
particularly affect residents and businesses in the Market Place and 
on Scarthin.  
Make sure that you have your say:
Find out more and take the survey at.- 
www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/parkingreview 
until Monday Sept. 18 th



A Missive from the Mill
Life at Cromford Mills has continued at a frantic pace this summer with visitors from all over the country and 
indeed the world, visiting the Mill to discover the history and unique environment we have here in Cromford.

A full programme of family fun weekends has proved very successful and attracted many families to the site over 
the summer holidays. A new addition this summer has been the beach in the yard where children have enjoyed 
the sand and sea views. Even our mascot, Arkwright the Duck has been joining in the fun sunning himself on our 
beach!

This Autumn the events calendar continues to give more opportunities to be part of the Mills activities and 
events.

From Saturday 14th October until Sunday 29th  October we have The Discovery Days Festival which celebrates 
the Derwent Valley Mills World Heritage site and has an amazing array of events & activities which explains the 
importance our village and the Derwent valley had in shaping the world we know today. We have a series of 
talks, walk and tours throughout the fortnight and which will inform, fascinate and delight you, so please join us 
for an exciting two weeks. To find out more please look at our website www.cromfordmills.org.uk , contact our 
events team on 01629 823256 or drop in and see us at the Mill and one of our team would be more than happy 
explain the events available.

On the 28th & 29th October we are having a Witches, Wizards and Goosebumps family fun weekend, where we 
will have a Spooky trail, Fancy dress competition with prizes for the scariest outfit, Lantern making workshop and 
Dragons, Geckos and other fantastic creatures on site. So dust off your broomstick and come and join in the fun!

Much as my mind is still on British Summer time, I thought I should let everyone know we will be having a full 
calendar of activities through to Christmas and our Christmas shop will be returning this year, better than ever. 
We will have opportunities for any local businesses, choirs, school groups, musicians who would like to add to 
the festive atmosphere at the mill, to join us and promote themselves, so please contact the mill if you are 
interested.

With the Mill site continually developing, we are always looking for new members and volunteers and if you 
would be interested in joining us , then we would love you to speak to you and show you how you can become 
part of this amazing World heritage site.

See details on our website or collect your copy of the Events guide from the Mill shop.

I look forward to seeing you at the Mill soon.

Best Wishes
Simon Wallwork Commercial Director

This space for a photograph of children's art work that 
I will send when I get back to UK on 2nd or 3rd 
September as they are on my laptop which is 
currently in Kent!
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Public Conveniences at the Memorial Gardens

Cromford Parish Council have been asked by the District Council to consider taking on ownership 
and the ongoing maintenance of the public conveniences by the Memorial Gardens Provision of 
public toilets is not a function that the District Council  is not obliged to provide. 
The District Council have asked the Parish Council to consider 5 options and these are listed 
below:-
1 The Parish Council takes ownership and ongoing maintenance of the public conveniences 
The parish council are investigating the cost implications and inevitable sharp
rise in Parish Council precept if it took over the toilets 
2  Sponsorship of the toilets by local businesses. 
Local businesses in the village would agree that the cost of maintaining the toilets would be split 
amongst them. The cost would be levied by the District Council
3 Community toilet scheme 
Business in the village would allow the pubic to use their facilities and the District Council would 
make a payment to these businesses for allowing their facilities to be used.
4 Charging for the use of the toilets
Coin operated turn stiles would be introduced at the conveniences. The District Council would 
continue to maintain the toilets
5. Closure of the toilets
This option will be vigorously resisted by the Parish Council as there are health implications for
the rest of the community.
This request from the District Council has major implications for the village and will be discussed
at the next Parish Council meeting on 20th September
The local shops and restaurants in the village have all been leafleted with a letter asking them for
their comments  We recognise that the time frame is short after the delivery of this Newsletter,
but the parish council would welcome your views on the above options
Please reply to cromfordparishcouncil.@hotmail. com. by 18th September Alternatively you can
attend the parish council meeting on 20th September or speak to any member of the Parish
Council before the meeting.

Cromford Station Volunteers: Your Station Still Needs You!
Currently a small band of volunteers meet on the first Friday and the third Tuesday of each month.  
Together with Alistair Morley, liaison officer from Derbyshire Dales District Council they have transformed 
the approach to and platform of the station so that it is no longer the overgrown and unwelcoming place 
that it was a few years ago.  As a result the numbers of passengers has shown one of the largest 
increases in the East Midlands Trains area over the last few years.  One consequence of this has been 
that the number of trains has been increased, and it is hoped that improvements including newer and 
better rolling stock might be in the pipeline.
This work by the volunteers has also already been recognised by one major award from the rail industry 
and recently we were delighted to learn that the more recent work has resulted in nomination for two 
awards at this year's event of the Association of Community Rail Partnerships.  The station conservation 
work has been nominated again, and, as mentioned in the Cromford Primary School article, the artwork 
by the children at the school has also been nominated in the renewable and small projects in the 
Community Art Schemes category. We will know the results of the competition on Friday 6th September 
which is after this newsletter goes to print but probably before you receive it - so keep your eyes on the 
Matlock Mercury or ears open for other local news.
Join us now and you could be part of a team that is already a winning team.  If Friday or Tuesday is not a 
convenient day for you to join us then contact Parish Councillors Jeremy Beckett, Barbara Bowman or 
Russ Boyack as we will soon have more easy access to gardening tools.  This means that after a short 
induction and health and safety talk you will be able to go down there and do a short spell of weeding at 
any time to suit your convenience - maybe even for the few minutes that you are there waiting for a 
train :-)     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cllr. Matthew Birch 

Derbyshire Dales District Council
After a short period of three years since the last Car 
Park Review by Derbyshire Dales District Council, 
the issue is on the table once again due to the 
serious shortages of money held by the Authority 
as a direct result of the Government cuts.
This means that all car parks within Derbyshire 
Dales that are not currently Pay & Display is under 
review, and that means the Market Place once 
again.
I attended a Public meeting in the village last night 
24th August with many residents and traders 
protesting against the proposal to make it Pay & 
Display.   I strongly opposed the proposal last time, 
and we had a reprieve.
To ensure the status quo, please visit the DDDC 
website and complete the on-line Consultation, 
which finishes on 18th September.
The Car Park review will be subject of an Officer 
report making recommendations on their findings at 
the Full Council meeting in November.
I am a Member of the Derbyshire Police Crime 
Panel, which carries out scrutiny on the work of the 
Police & Crime Commissioner.
I complained to the PCC that following the meeting 
he attended at Cromford Institute a few months 
ago, and despite many complaints and anger at the 
lack of proper policing in the area, and his promise 
to get back to the public at this meeting, he has so 
far failed to do so.
One of his Assistants spoke to me after the meeting 
and promised to have the PCC take it up.
I will test this at the next meeting on 14th 
September 2017 at County Hall.
Regards Cllr Garry Purdy




