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Sue Mosley
Chairman’s Report
We hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and New Year.
Spring is fast approaching but we are well prepared for any snow and ice
that we may have. takes delivery of our grit and along with his sons fills
our Parish Council bins. Please remember this grit is for road use only there is different grit available for pavements. Don also stores our bags of
pavement grit, some of which we have delivered to various areas in
Cromford. We are also asking for more volunteers to help clear the
pavements if needed.
We received positive comments on our Christmas lights in the memorial
gardens. For this display we thank Tom and Dave the electricians, Don for
the tree, and Cromford School children and Cromford guides for the
decorations. lights were switched on by Tony and Philip Gregory, in
recognition of 70 years of Slinter mining, assisted by Santa with his new
sleigh.
Wirksworth Rotary would like to thank the people of Cromford for
welcoming them round the village with Santa and the sleigh; they will be
back next year.
The single and double yellow lines at the entrance to Scarthin and along
Water Lane have now been completed. This has much improved the traffic
congestion problem in these areas. We know we have major parking
problems near The Meadows and at the Canal Wharf car park entrance
because you frequently tell us. We are in the process of trying to solve this
problem.
Work is continuing to improve the environment at Cromford Station tree
felling has taken place to remove much of the sycamore regrowth.
Replanting of indigenous plants, shrubs and saplings has taken place but
more will be done over the coming year.
If you are interested in becoming a parish councillor contact Dawn our
clerk. Her details are on the back page newsletter.
We have a new PCSO, Spencer Nixon, relocated from Darley Dale. If you
prefer to contact us with any problems we will pass them on.
We are sorry to see the closure of Huntley Green but wish them both well
in their new venture but we welcome Paul Waddington and his wife Tina to
the Greyhound Hotel. After almost 4 months of restoration they are excited
to be celebrating their opening. Paul says, “As a man passionate about
hospitality for as long as I can remember, it was a dream come true to
stumble on the Greyhound with all its grandeur, character and charming
potential”. The food will certainly be impressive created by top chef Gary
Auld winner of 4 rosettes. Paul added; “We are ready to put down roots
having found such a unique venue with so much heritage we can't wait to
put the Greyhound back on the map”.
Sue Mosley

March 2017

Inside this issue:
Cromford School
News

2

School Governor
Needed

2

Photo Page

3

Cromford Guides

4

Derbyshire County
Council

4

Community Centre
News
4
Cllr Garry Purdy
DDDC

5

Cllr Joyce Pawley
DDDC

5

Holy Trinity Lunch
Club

6

Station Volunteers
Celebrating
Cromford
Royal British legion
Dates for your
Diary
Contact Details
Reply Form

6
7
7
8
8
8

Diary Dates
There are so
many dates for
your diary this
time that they
have been
moved to a full
list on the back
page - more
detail can be
obtained from
articles inside
this issue.

Page 2

News from around the Millpond

CROMFORD SCHOOL NEWS
Reading is one of the life skills we promote heavily and positively at school. We want the
children to not just know how to read but to love books so it becomes a passion that stays with
them for life. So when Jill Robinson, one of our school Teaching Assistants (whose husband and
3 generations before him attended Cromford School), said her son Callum could build us a
reading chair, we couldn't believe our luck. A few weeks later, he delivered the chair and we
were blown away. It's a magnificent work of craftsmanship, all carved in wood, with lovely
details: carved wooden mice and ladybug on the sides, a little door on one of the legs,
engraving, a spider and even a few coins and marbles set in the wood to add a sensory
experience to it. It's been a huge hit with the children. It has sparked their imagination and they
queue to sit on it! We can't thank Jill and Callum enough.
There is and has always been a real sense of community around the school. Cromford school
was built in 1832 by the son of Sir Richard Arkwright. Since then the school has been at the
heart of the village and it's not uncommon to hear about families where several generations
have attended school: grand-parents, parents and now their children. We would love to
celebrate this by creating a 'Wall of Memories' which will be on display in the school hall for
Celebrating Cromford in June. If you or members of your family attended Cromford school,
please let us have either your memories of the school or what you went on to achieve after
leaving Cromford School. There will be a form on the school website where you can log your
memories or you can write it on a bit of paper and give it to school or Gill Donaldson, Janet
Bonsall, Isabelle Chatfield. If you've got any old photos we'd love them too.We've already been
promised one of pupils digging the veg patch wearing clogs!
Date for your diaries
- We're having a Family Quiz at the Boat Inn on 17th March at 6pm. It's open to all the families
in Cromford whether you go to Cromford School, Cromford Playgroup or not. Come and have
fun and meet other parents and families. It's £8 per table of up to 6 if you book in advance (£10
on the day) and the price includes peas and pie dinner!
- Our traditional school Easter service will be on Friday 7th April, 9:15am at school, followed
bytea, coffee and hot cross buns. Everyone welcome.
For more information on Cromford school, check our website www.cromfordcofeschool.com or
call us on 01629 822 248

INTERESTEDBECOMING A GOVERNOR AT
CROMFORD CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL?
We have a vacancy for a school governor (if possible with skills in finance and/or health &
safety). If you’re local, interested in children’s education and have some spare time, please
consider joining our friendly governing body.
Our governors come from a range of different backgrounds, skills and experience but all share a
common interest of wanting the best possible education for the children in our small but thriving
school. Please contact Julie Hamilton at info@cromford.derbyshire.sch.uk for more information.
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Cromford Guides
Cromford Guides are now the proud owners of a flag pole
that has been made for them, and supplied by Celebrating
Cromford. They look forward to flying the Cromford Flag
when they go camping and attend guiding events. They
don’t think any other Guide unit in the country will be able
to fly their own village or town flag, and are pretty sure that
there won’t be many other Guides who can recognise their flag for the Flag Badge!
Naomi Beckett and Kendra Bush, the Guide Leaders, would love to welcome new members to
their Tuesday evening sessions to participate in an interesting and varied programme of
activities which recently have included sessions about India, which Naomi and Kendra visited a
couple of years ago so could give first hand information, and the Chinese New Year. This was
for their Guide Badge; Celebrating Other Cultures.
Guides also made decorations for the Christmas tree by decorating old CDs.

Derbyshire County Council

Cllr Irene Ratcliffe

After a long campaign we have finally been able to have a yellow line parking scheme on Water
Lane to try and help ease the congestion, particularly at weekends when visitors cars have
regularly caused a bottleneck with heavy vehicles, and an ambulance on one occasion, unable
to pass. There have also been other minor improvements, for example the reinstatement of
double yellow lines outside the restaurant, where parked cars have sometimes prevented
access to Scarthin for larger vehicles. We are still waiting for improvements to the ‘yellow box’
at the junction with Market Place which should improve matters further.
I have been pleased to be able to support the station volunteers in their work at Cromford
Station, and hope that there will soon be a tool shed there for volunteers to give short periods of
help at times other than the two main volunteer sessions on the first Friday and third Tuesday of
each month between 9.30 am and 12.30 pm.

Community Centre News
The Community Centre now has a new, more up-to-date constitution and a much strengthened
team of trustees (Matthew Birch, Sara Bluff, Nick Grayshon, John Johnson, Dave Mitchell,
David Redfern, Mike Tomlinson) and Committee members (Alan Chatfield, Malcolm Scothon) in
place. On 23rd December Cromford Community Band led hearty carol-singing in the sports hall
(phot page 3). Since the New Year, the bar has been reorganised and is enjoying renewed
popularity. Hours are 6-11, Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 7-11 Monday; also open from noon on
Sundays, usually straight through to the evening. All welcome. Alternate Sundays host Roy’s
quiz nights, changing to Boules in the summer. Forthcoming events include a model railway
exhibition on 24/25th March, a Morris Day of Dance on 6th May and a 10th anniversary concert by
th
DaleDiva (and Young Voices) on 17 June, with more activities to be added for Celebrating
th
Cromford weekend (16-18 June). To book either of the halls or get involved with boosting our
Community Centre, pop into the Club or buttonhole one of the team.

Clem Wilson
Anyone building a bot in the area
Please contact Clem Wilson at clemwilson138@gmail.com
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Derbyshire Dales District Council
I would like first of all to thank all the Volunteers that turn up to assist at Cromford Railway Station.
Anyone that visits the Station can bear witness to the vast difference from two years ago when it was
dark and foreboding place to visit for some, especially ladies late at night, and we now have a large
blank canvass in which to set some colour and biodiversity.
Cllr Jeremy Becket is working with Cromfoed School on a venture connected with the Station, and we
plan to provide a secure tool store for use by the Station Adopters.
After much chasing of the Northern Area Manager for Hawthorne Leisure, I am pleased to see the
Greyhound Hotel opening up its doors once again, so I would like to take this opportunity to wish the
newcomers well in their new business venture in our village. And not to forget the effort that Dave at The
Boat House Inn put into all our concerns at its closure last year.
I have asked Highways Dept to investigate the run off of water from the Car Wash business on The Hill.
In inclement weather this is causing a real hazard for pedestrians.
Now that the worst of the winter is hopefully past, we will now set about having the highways and
pavements inspected for gulley emptying, grit clearing and cleansing. In other words, a Spring Clean.
The latest report that we have on the Community Centre was more positive than hitherto, but do please
bear in mind the much needed help required to get this place up and running fully again.
And finally a plug for the hard work re the Celebrating Cromford Committee for the Cromford Village
Festival. Such events involve a lot of hard work, and as usual, it falls to the few.
A huge thank you to those of you involved in helping to get this great weekend to happen, but please
dear Reader, do consider a bit of your time to help. The event needs a larger pool of help and assistance
to help take the weight off those who have put much hard work in these past few years.
If you care to get involved in any of the above activities then do please contact me.

Cllr Garry Purdy
Cllr Joyce Pawley
Spring is on the way and if we look carefully we can already see snowdrops pushing through to
remind us that the dark days are nearly over. Soon the fields above Cromford in Rose End
Meadows Nature Reserve will be covered in masses of bluebells and a little later on you will find,
hidden in the grasses, the tiny lilac and purple heads of wild orchids. This Nature Reserve, which
is maintained by Derbyshire Wildlife Trust and a body of volunteers is well worth a visit if you have
never been. It is a bit of a hike up the hill, but take the ancient track of Alabaster Lane and
discover the delights of a really ancient walled route between Cromford and Middleton and I am
sure you will be amazed that Cromford has such a treasure just on its doorstep.
Talking of spring did you know that once again there is to be nationally organised scheme, the
Great British Spring Clean, to encourage residents to tidy towns and villages around the country.
This year the events will take place on the weekend of the 3rd to 5th March and the District Council
will be providing those who wish to take part in Derbyshire Dales with the loan of litter picking tools
and the collection of plastic bags which has been used for the rubbish. In Cromford the Parish
Council will be arranging a litter pick but not until a little later in the year. The District Council have
agreed to provide the same facilities even though we will not be running the event on the weekend
of the 3rd March.
The District Council has recently agreed to outsource the running of all its Leisure Facilities. The
specification for the tender is currently being prepared. The company which is eventually chosen
will be one which is experienced in running Local Authority facilities nationally. The fact that they
will have specialised knowledge and the preparation of a very detailed specification will mean that
there will be the same standard of provision that residents and visitors have come to expect. In
fact your Council are hoping that improvements might be possible.
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH MATLOCK BATH

invites you to

MATLOCK BATH
LUNCH CLUB
12 noon to 2pm at the church on Thursday 6 th April
and the first Thursday of every month

SOUP and SANDWICHES
No charge, donations welcome.
We would be delighted if you would join us!

Your station needs
you
Volunteers needed
Not quite as serious as when this image from a poster was
used on 5th September 1914, but more volunteers are
needed for conservation work at Cromford Railway
Station.
A photo on page 3 this Newsletter show some of the work
we have already done, but next year there will be more
replanting as well as the constant battle against the Laurel
regrowth and pernicious weeds.
This is your chance to be part of an award winning team
and contribute to the village and the environmentnot just
with the gardening work, but also with the encouragement
for more people to use the railway instead of their cars.
Contact Jeremy Beckett or another member of the Parish
Council for more details.
Cromford Parish Council Website :
All agendas, minutes and financial statements along with a calendar of events and contact form
are available on line at:

http://www.cromfordparishcouncil.org.uk/
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LAST CELEBRATING CROMFORD??
June 18 (maybe 17/19 too)
SUPPORT CELEBRATING CROMFORD OR LET IT DIE
Unless you help Celebrating Cromford, this could be the last Celebrating Cromford.
WE URGENTLY NEED MORE PEOPLE TO GET INVOLVED THIS YEAR
Thanks to everyone who does get involved but our regular helpers are less and less.
This year we’re focusing on things happening all over Cromford so we want everyone to do something.
Please let us know and we will put it in the brochure that goes to every house, plus mention it where
possible in other places our website, Facebook, local radio, local papers.
What might that ‘something’ be?
Well, you could…
* Raise funds for your favourite charity
* Open your house to display your art or craft work
* Sell cakes, jams, art anything else
* Have a tabletop sale in front of your home….
Or something else.
If you'd like to display or sell but do not want to open your home, we will arrange a venue in the village
free of charge to you.
We need to know what you’re thinking of doing, so let us know as soon as possible and definitely before
the end of March. That’s when we have to start work on the brochure. Even better, come to the next
th
meeting in The Bell on Tues, March 14 at 7.30pm.
You can also show support by entering the 200 Club Draw. This helps us raise funds for Celebrating
Cromford, profits to local good causes.
WE NEED MORE PEOPLE TO HELP CELEBRATE CROMFORD
Contact:
Isabelle Chatfield T: 823776 e: isabelle.chatfield@googlemail.com
Ian Evetts T: 824182 e: ian@ianevetts.com
John Haynes T: 822889 e: mjh82289@aol.com
John Pass (200 CLUB) T: 825117 e: johnpass794@btinternet.com
Email: action@celebratingcromford.org
or post a message on the Celebrating Cromford FaceBook page

Cromford Royal British Legion
Invites you to join them for an extra special fundraising event

Afternoon Tea at Cromford Institute
Treat your lovely Mum
Saturday 25th March from 2.00 to 4.30 pm
£3.95 per person including Tea or Coffee
Cakes, Scones with jam and Cream plus sandwiches

Contact Details
Clerk To the Council: Dawn Land 01773 831025

Dates for your diary
(For more detail see inside pages)

Cromford School
Family Quiz
th
The Boat 17 March 6pm
Easter service Friday 7th April
School 9:15am

Cromford Community Centre
th

Model Railway Exhibition 24/25 March
th
Morris Day of Dance 6 May
th
th
DaleDiva 10 anniversary concert 17 June
(with Young Voices)

Holy Trinity Church
Matlock Bath Lunch Club
12noon to 2pm Thursday 6th April

Cromford Royal British Legion
Afternoon Tea Cromford Institute
Saturday 25th March 2.00 to 4.30 pm

Email: cromfordparishcouncil@hotmail.com

Parish Councillors
Chairman: Cllr. Sue Mosley

822924

Cllr. Jeremy Beckett

822659

Cllr. Barbara Bowman

822889

Cllr. Russ Boyack

823111

Cllr. Carol Easton

822117

Cllr. Julie Lowe

584552

Cllr. Joyce Pawley

825431

Cllr. Derek Roose

822544

Vacancy x 2
Parish Footpath Officer: John Mee

Derbyshire Dales District Councillors:
Cllr. Garry Purdy
garry.purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

823636

Cllr. Joyce Pawley
joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk

825431

Derbyshire Dales Offices

761100

Derbyshire County Councillor:
Cllr. Irene Ratcliffe

Celebrating Cromford
Planning Meeting The Bell
Tues, March 14th 7.30pm

Derbyshire County Council Hotline
0845 6058058

Contact Us

Please use any of the telephone
numbers above to contact a member
of the Parish Council
Name
Contact Details
(Please give an address in
Cromford, an email address or a telephone number for one of the councillors to contact you)
I would like to speak to a Councillor about

Please return to Cllr. J. Beckett, 43, Market Place, Cromford

Signed

This newsletter is published by Cromford Parish Council. It is edited by Councillor Jeremy Beckett and
contributions and suggestions would be welcomed for future editions.

