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As a village we are really fortunate to have a wide range of active shops and businesses 
that have served the community well, and are fortunate to still have our Post Office.  It is 
always sad to lose some of these but heartening to see new business keen to take on 
the empty premises so that our village centre remains active and vibrant.  These are just 
some of the new faces we welcome to our village centre. 
Simon Figg and Dan Redshaw, with 10 years of experience at Chatsworth, to 
Figgshaws the butchers and delicatessen. They sell excellent value meat packs, a good 
selection of cheeses, quiches, pies and much more. Ask for what you would like and 
they will try to make it for you. They are open 7 days a week, and Christmas food orders 
are being taken now. 
Mark is new and almost next door at Holloway Premier Interiors.  He has years of 
experience working on customers’ kitchens and bedrooms, and is now expanding with a 
showroom.  His opening days are Thursday to Sunday. 
Rob and Steve have opened Parkys Restaurant. They are open all day every day 
except Wednesday. Steve is a qualified chef from Cheltenham College running multiple 
catering establishments and a private hospital. Rob’s background was banking and 
finance with an earlier grounding in an Italian and French restaurant. The rooms have 
been transformed, the staff are very helpful, the food excellent and the cakes are 
amazing. 
Pat from Q-Eye has moved to a new shop next door to her old one. She sells ready-

made jewellery a small selection of beads, handbags and scarves and a variety of 
interesting items. In the new year workshops will be available again, and also a 
selection of vintage fabrics and linens to buy.  There will be late night opening till 8 pm 
Thursday and Friday during December. 
Martin at the gallery has items on 2 floors selling pictures, jewellery, cards, prints and 
pottery. Next door Martin and Anne sell wonderful chocolates. Their workshop 
demonstrations are a delight. Stress free Christmas shopping followed by coffee and 
cake. 
We have two vacancies to join our team at Cromford Parish Council, would you like to 
join? Please phone or write by email to Dawn our Clerk for details (see back page). 
Two successful events were held recently . The Horticultural Show in the Community 
Centre, and Apple Day on Scarthin (photo page 6), both were well attended and 
enjoyed by many. Thanks to all who organised these events.  
Do you want to keep your Community Centre? There is a very small team working hard 
so could you spare some time to help them?   If so contact the Parish council for details. 
Once again we have an allocation of pavement grit in small bags which we will deliver to 
the central areas of the village and to our elderly residents who may need more help. If 
you are fit and able to clear your pavements please could you do this and it will benefit 
everyone, also please think of where you are putting your snow when you clean off your 
car. The grit in the yellow bins is to be used for the roads in your area and not for 
personal use. 
Christmas is fast approaching so I would like to thank Don Sturt for his continued 
support each year in providing our tree in the memorial gardens, and all the children 
who make the decorations for the tree. We wouldn't have this spectacular display 
without them. 
Thanks to the organisers of the Christmas Market to be held Saturday 26

th
 November 

10:00- 4:00, followed by the lights switch on at 6pm outside the Community Centre. We 
are hoping Santa and his sleigh will be able to call during his busy schedule, hope to 
see you all there. 
We wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from our Clerk Dawn, and all the 
Parish Councillors. Have a wonderful time.     Sue Mosley  
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CROMFORD SCHOOL NEWS 

Passing by the school playground you may have noticed that something has changed. It's very discreet 
and yet it makes a huge difference to the school, the children and the way we teach: we've got a 
brand new outdoor shelter! It was an improvement suggested by the last Ofsted report and it took 
3 long years of fundraising and planning discussions with the council (we had many constraints due to 
the listed nature of our school building) but, with much perseverance, we finally got it all done during 
the Summer holidays. The shelter now hosts an outdoor classroom complete with tables, chairs, 
writing board, sand pit, water tray, etc. We have lessons there daily, mostly with the Infants but the 
Junior class benefits from it too and of course, during break times, all the children enjoy playing there. 
A big thank you goes to the school PTA, Wirksworth Fund and the Local Authority for contributing 
towards the costs. With the new shelter and the Sports England investment we secured last year 
(basketball hoops, soft surfacing), our playground has benefited from a real face lift in the last year and 

has become a wonderful asset to our school. 

We've got more good news. It's with much pride that we can announce that Cromford School has 
received the School Games Gold Award for Sport. Following an evaluation visit on 14th October 
2016, we were granted the highest award recognising the school's commitment, engagement and 
delivery of competitive school sports in 2015/16. The assessors were particularly impressed with our 
close links to the local sports clubs (Derby Football Club, Cromford Cricket Club) who contribute 
regularly to the school's PE sessions. We also run sports clubs, such as our multi-sports and running 
clubs, at lunch and after school . One keen member of our running club even won the Year 5/6 girls 
race at the Anthony Gell primary cross-country competition - a wonderful achievement! On top of 
the regular sports (running, football, cricket, weekly swimming for all the children), we 
have   introduced a variety of other sports (golf, kickboxing, archery, climbing...) which often result in 
inspiring the school children to take up these sports after school. We're delighted that all our efforts 

have been recognised. 

Dates for your diary:  
Our Christmas Fayre is on Friday 9th December at school from 3:15pm to 4:30pm. Please come along, 
everyone's welcome!  
You're also all warmly invited to our Carol Service on Monday 19th December, 2pm at Saint Mary's 
church. It's a lovely event followed by free tea and mince pies. 
For more information about the school, check our website www.cromfordcofeschool.com or call us 
on 01629 822 248. You can also follow us on Twitter @CromfordPrimary 
 
Photo opposite: our Reception class enjoying our brand new shelter 
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INTERESTED IN BECOMING A GOVERNOR AT  
CROMFORD CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL?  

Are you interested in the education of children? Do you live or work locally? Have you 
some time to become involved in a vibrant, happy and successful school? 
The Governors of Cromford Primary School have a vacancy for one governor. You 
would be part of a team of governors committed to giving the children at Cromford 
School the best education possible. We are particularly looking for people with interest/
skills in finance and/or buildings and health & safety. 
If you are interested and require any further information, please contact the school on 
01629 822248, or email Julie Hamilton, Clerk to the Governing Body 
at  info@cromford.derbyshire.sch.uk 
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Reserved for firework advert  

Opening date 29th, 30th and 31st December 

Hours 10-00  - 5.00 
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CROMFORD CHRISTMAS MARKET 

SATURDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 

10AM TO 5PM 

THE PROMENADE SCARTHIN CROMFORD. 

LOTS OF LOVELY STALLS ALL UNDERCOVER. 
 FOOD STALLS, JEWELLERY, CHRISTMAS WREATHS, SHABBY 

CHIC, KNITTED GIFTS ARE JUST A FEW OF THE LOVELY ITEMS 

THAT WILL BE AVAILABLE ON THE DAY! 
CROMFORD COMMUNITY BAND AND CROMFORD SCHOOL 
WILL BE THERE TO PUT US IN THE CHRISTMAS MOOD WITH 

THEIR MUSIC AND SONGS. 
THERE WILL BE MULLED WINE, A HOG ROAST, MUSHY PEAS 

AND MINT SAUCE TOO! 

A LOVELY WAY TO DO SOME CHRISTMAS SHOPPING. 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE. 

Derbyshire County Council Update: 

 

The long awaited   double yellow lines along Water Lane and the entrance into Scarthin and the 
Market Place to ease the traffic congestion are set to done this month weather permitting. 

I would like to thank  those who took on board about inconsiderate parking and access for 
emergency vehicles in the last newsletter. 

My apologies for giving the Police Non -Emergency number wrong as it is 101.   For our Safer 
Neighborhood Team contact other than 101 you can go online to Derbyshire Police and click on 
My Local Police North Division Cromford. 

You can read about police matters in Cromford, leave messages and refer issues that you feel 
are a priority in the village. 

I was pleased to speak to PCSO Brian Pemberton and raised speeding and dangerous and 
inconsiderate parking in the village. 

It was sad to hear of a death of a motorist on the A6 at the beginning of the month.  The  
accident is being investigated by County and the Police. 

The weather and road conditions were dry at the time.   So take care driving, and as the 
Christmas season is upon us may I wish you a safe and happy Christmas. 

 

Best Wishes, Irene 

Cllr Irene Ratcliffe Wirksworth Division. 



Derbyshire Dales District Council       

Cllr Garry Purdy 

 

As we move inexorably towards Christmas I would like to repeat a previous request I have 
made within my Ward: that is for us to consider the lonely, elderly and vulnerable people at a 
Festive time of year when many families enjoy getting together.  

If you know of someone who is alone do please think about them and thereby make them feel 
wanted rather than alone. I have contact details of charitable organisations in this regard. 

I have held meeting with the Northern Area Manager of Hawthorne Leisure, Mr. John Ashley, 
and he assures me that new tenants are moving into the Greyhound Hotel, and that after 
certain necessary investment in the building for refurbishment, an official opening is geared for 
the New Year.  

I have been led to understand that a drug pick up point exists on or nearby on the main A6 
Derby Road at Cromford, possibly involving a dark blue Ford Fiesta being driven by a white 
male in his late twenties. If you see anything suspicious or have any information with regard to 
this matter then please either let me know or Matlock Police. 

As Vice Chairman of the Derwent Valley Community Rail Partnership, and a Volunteer carrying 
out work on two mornings per month at Cromford Railway Station, I would like to make an 
appeal for more Volunteers to come forward and help support your Parish Council who care 
about this valuable asset in our community. Please contact myself of Cllr Jeremy Beckett of 
Cromford Parish Council if you are interested. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

As always, if you have any questions or issues you wish to raise then plkease do not hesitate to 
contact me. 

Kind Regards Cllr Garry Purdy 
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Did you know that Derbyshire Dales District Council's Community Safety Team provide support 
to the Safer Derbyshire Dales Community Safety Partnership to reduce crime and the fear of 
crime across Derbyshire Dales.  If you would like to know more go to the Safer Derbyshire 
Dales Facebook page for regular news and updates. 
The Community Safety Partnership has been successful in helping to keep the Derbyshire 
Dales a low crime area and it still remains one of the safest places in the country. One more 
reason to celebrate living in this beautiful village. 
Following the Boundary Commission for England's decision to conduct a review of 
parliamentary constituencies a recent full meeting of your District Council members voted to 
support the proposal for new boundaries to the Derbyshire Dales Parliamentary Constituency. 
The good news is that the current Derbyshire Dales voting area remains the same with no 
proposal by the Boundary Commission to change the Constituency’s name. 
Once again the wall to the pond on Water Lane has been repaired by a team from the District 
Council.  There is a possibility that the damage is being caused by heavy goods vehicles hitting 
the stonework as they attempt to manoeuvre their way through crowded traffic.  Hopefully quite 
soon,  the placing of double yellow lines along this stretch of road, to assist with the provision 
for passing places, will mean that this historic stretch of wall will be safer in the future.  
Enjoy your Christmas everyone and have a great New Year. 
Cllr Joyce Pawley 

 

Sign up to our free e-newsletter at www.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/enewsreg  

Cllr Joyce Pawley 
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Apple Day 2016 



Cromford Parish Council Website : 2015—16 Audit now available online 

http://www.cromfordparishcouncil.org.uk/ 

Your station needs you 
Volunteers needed 

Cromford railway station has enjoyed one of the biggest increases in passenger numbers 
on the Derwent Valley line from Matlock to Derby over the last few years.  Recently we 
reported that the station won a conservation award, but the current team of volunteers 
don’t want to rest on their laurels (in fact as an invasive species the laurels are one of 
the plants we have removed and are constantly fighting to remove regrowth!) 
Permission has now been granted for the removal of some of the trees to open the 
ground up a little more and for safety reasons. 
Cromford Parish Council have agreed to adopt the station and promote volunteer 
conservation work there, and we have exciting plans for the future. 
First, we plan to install a secure tool shed so that volunteers can visit at any time when 
they have a spare half hour to weed the tubs and flower beds.  Provision of this bin has 
been sponsored by Councillor Irene Ratcliffe from the community fund she holds as a 
Derbyshire County Councillor.  Additional funds from the Parish Council will help 
provide tools needed. 
Volunteers will continue to meet on the first Friday and third Tuesday of each month for 
the main working parties when new plants and shrubs will be planted and old ones 
removed. 
Second, Cromford Primary School have been invited to provide artwork that will be 
printed on durable panels to fix on the station railings so that visitors can see how the 
children view the various aspects of our village.  Councillors Joyce Pawley and Gary 
Purdy have agreed to sponsor these from the community funds they hold as Derbyshire 
Dales District Councillors. 
Finally, we hope to install some means of keeping soil on banks at the side of the 
footpath.  Then we can use soil improvers and compost with the existing soil for a year 
round display of indigenous flowers and small shrubs to complement the native trees 
and shrubs that we have already planted there. 
As a small reward volunteers can pre-book up to four free tickets for any East Midlands 
train service each year: for example Cromford via Derby to London or Skegness. 
For more details ring  Jeremy Beckett , Barbara Bowman, Russ Boyack (see back page) 
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Wirksworth Church Christmas Tree Festival 

The official switch on of the tree lights will take place as part of the Town Carol Service on Wed Dec 
14 th. The Christmas Trees will then be available for viewing from Thursday 15 th Dec to Tues. 2 nd 

Jan  

Saturday 17 th Dec Special Tree Festival Day. 10.30 to 4.00  Taking place during the day Pop up 
performances choirs music Children from the school. Craft activities for the children Refreshments 

Donations for the church.  



Contact Details 

Clerk to the Council: Dawn Land 01773 831025 

Email: cromfordparishcouncil@hotmail.com 

Parish Councillors  

Chairman:  Cllr. Sue Mosley  822924 

Cllr. Jeremy Beckett   822659 

Cllr. Barbara Bowman    822889 

Cllr. Russ Boyack              823111  

Cllr. Carol Easton   822117 

Cllr. Julie Lowe    584552 

Cllr. Joyce Pawley   825431 

Cllr. Derek Roose   822544 

Vacancy x 2 

Parish Footpath Officer: John Mee   

Derbyshire Dales District Councillors: 

Cllr. Garry Purdy   823636  

garry.purdy@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Cllr. Joyce Pawley   825431  

joyce.pawley@derbyshiredales.gov.uk 

Derbyshire Dales Offices  761100 

Derbyshire County Councillor: 

Cllr. Irene Ratcliffe    

Derbyshire County Council Hotline 

    0845 6058058  

 

This newsletter is published by Cromford Parish Council.  It is edited by Councillor Jeremy Beckett and contributions and 
suggestions would be welcomed for future editions.   

Contact Us 

Please use telephone numbers above 
or reply slip below to contact a 
member of the Parish Council 

 Name _____________________________________ 

Contact Details _______________________________________ (Please give an address in 
Cromford, an email address or a telephone number for one of the councillors to contact you) 

 

I would like to speak to a Councillor about _________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Signed _________________________ 

Please return to Cllr. J. Beckett, 43, Market Place, Cromford       

Cromford Parish Council 

Vacancy for two Parish Councillors 

Vacancies have arisen for the position of two 
Parish Councillors on Cromford Parish Council.   

For details of the necessary qualifications, tasks 
and responsibilities of a parish councilor please 
visit the Cromford Parish Council website:  

(  http://www.cromfordparishcouncil.org.uk/  ) 

Alternatively you may  contact the Parish Council 
Clerk, Dawn Land, whose contact details are on 
this page, to discuss the matter. 

As no members of the local electorate have called 
for a by-election within the required timescale these 
positions can now be filled by co-option.  
Applicants must be: over 18;  a citizen of the UK, 
eligible Commonwealth citizen or an EU country; 
and either be registered as a voter within the 
Parish of Cromford; or resident in the parish; or 
work in or have a business in the parish; or lived 
within three miles of the Parish boundary for 12 
months. 

All interested parties are asked to submit to the 
Clerk by Friday 9th December, a brief resume of 
their skills and a statement of how they feel they 
are able to contribute to the work of the Parish 
Council in representing all members of the 
community. The Parish Council chairman may 
contact applicants to discuss or clarify these 
submissions prior to a decision being made. .   

All submissions will be considered by an 
appointments committee nominated by members of 
the Parish Council at its meeting on Wednesday 
16th November and candidates notified of interview 
as soon as practicable after the deadline date.  

The recommendation of the interviewing panel will 
then be considered for ratification by the full Parish 
Council at its meeting on Wednesday 21st 
December.  


