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Chairman’s Report

Russ Boyack

Hello Everybody,
It looks as though the mild weather has finally come to an end, and we have just had
our first snow fall of the year. Can I remind everyone that the grit in the yellow bins
at the road side is for use on the highway only and is not to be used on private
drives? The Parish Council have given some bags of footpath salt to the shops in the
village so they can make the footpaths safer to walk on.
The waste recycling facility in the Lime Yard is to close at the end of February 2016.
The nearest full recycling facilities will be Ashbourne or Northwood with a limited
facility at Sainsbury’s in Matlock.
In an effort to control the continuing dog mess problem that the village experiences
a No Dogs sign has been placed on the school playing fields and a “pick it up” sign on
the end of Barnwell Lane. If you are aware of any one who regularly fails to clean up
after their dog, please let the District Council know and they will make the person
aware of the consequences of failing to clean up their mess.
Now for some good news. The Christmas lights were wonderful and are featured on
web sites and in magazines. Thanks to Don Sturt for supplying and erecting the tree
and David Kay for erecting and maintaining the lights on the tree and in the
Memorial Gardens. Also thanks to Jake Buxton for turning out on a most miserable
night to switch on the lights and also for all the children who made lanterns and
stood in the rain whilst the lights were switched on. Finally thanks to Carol Easton
who organised the tree and lights, the members of Celebrating Cromford who
organised the lanterns and parade, Cromford Community Centre for use of their
building and car park for the ceremony, Ian Page for the display of an illuminated boat
from the Matlock Bath Illuminations and of course Santa. If I have missed thanking
anyone, I apologise unreservedly, and thank you for your contribution.
The Parish Council have agreed to support a fund for Defibrillator for the Village.
(See article on page 3)
The Parish Council now has a web site. More about these matters in the News
Letter. (See article on page 4)
Finally, even better news, the Parish Council precept will not rise for the third year
running.
Russ Boyack
Chair Cromford Parish Council

Pallet Gardens 2016
Pallet Gardens 2015 was a great success and brightened up many parts of
the village over the summer, and in some cases into the autumn, It is
planned to run the event again. If any individual or shop would have liked to
take part but didn’t know how then please contact Isabelle Chatfield
[mailto:isabelle.chatfield@googlemail.com]
If you don’t have email then use the reply slip on the back page and we will
pass on your contact details.
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News from around the Millpond
CROMFORD SCHOOL NEWS

Tuesday lunch time at school is a very special time. 10 school children and 4 ladies from the
village look forward to it. It's Knitting club!
The idea was launched a bit more than 2 years ago by the Methodist Church Knit and Natter
ladies. Since then, Jennie, Gill, Cynthia and Mary run the club every Tuesday. The club is open
to all girls and boys from Reception class to Year 6. At the moment 8 girls and 2 boys attend
every week. They love being taught by these 4 wonderful ladies who keep coming up with new
ideas and fun projects. The children start with knitting squares but they quickly move on to more
challenging patterns: teddies, piglet, penguin, snake, dog, bone, panda, dinosaur... Kate, who's
already made a rabbit and her baby rabbits is now busy knitting a dog in a bag. Kieran's
favourite project was a long sausage dog door stop. One of the projects the children remember
fondly is the blanket they made which was later sent to a school in India. When asked about the
club, the children answer 'It's really good. And the best thing about it is that it's free!'.
So we wanted to take this opportunity to say a big thank you to Jennie, Gill, Cynthia and Mary
for so kindly giving their time to run the school knitting club and also thank you to all who donate
wool and needles!
We're also excited to share that, thanks to a donation from Cromford School PTA, the school
has been able to purchase some iPads which the children will soon be able to use for many of
their lessons, in particular coding which is now part of the new curriculum. Many thanks to the
PTA for their great support!
Date for your diaries
The school Easter service will be on Thursday 24th March, 2pm at school, followed by tea,
coffee and hot cross buns. Everyone welcome.
For more information on Cromford school, check our website www.cromfordcofeschool.com or
call us on 01629 822 248

Cromford Meadows
On Thursday 14th January two sheep on Cromford Meadow where the victims of an attack by a dog
which resulted in one sheep having it’s throat slashed and the other suffering two broken ankles. One of
the sheep later died of the injuries sustained in the dog attack at a cost to the farmer of £140
This is not the first time an incident of sheep worrying has taken place here.
The farmer who leases the Meadows also faces a hefty vets bill to attend to the injured animal.
Generally , dog owners that exercise their dogs on the meadows are in the main responsible owners and
either keep dogs well away from the sheep or walk them on a lead.
There are signs on each gate asking that dogs are kept on leads at all times and that any dog fouling is
removed by the owners. Sadly a few irresponsible owners are not reading the signs and repeatedly
leave bags full of dog mess either on the ground or hanging from trees. If sheep eat these bags there is
a serious chance of that animal dying, plus the danger to young children accidently getting faeces in
their eyes which could well lead to blindness. I work closely with the farmer and report any incidents both
to him and the police. Could I please ask that if anyone witnesses an incident of this nature they report it
to the police by calling 101.
John Pass
Head Bailiff

Cromford Fly Fishers Club
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Cromford School Knitting Club members and their work
Heart Defibrillator - Cromford Village
Some time ago Cromford Parish Council were asked by the Women’s Institute to consider acquiring a
Heart Defibrillator unit for use in the village. The Parish Council have considered the matter and decided
to go ahead with the project.
A Heart Defibrillator is a machine that can be used by anyone - regardless of any lack of medical training
- to provide aid to someone who is suffering a heart problem. The machine gives verbal instruction on
the exact procedure to follow.
The most convenient place to locate the equipment is in the Market Place area and the Community
Centre have kindly agreed to allow the Defibrillator cabinet to be mounted on the front wall of the Centre.
They have also agreed to fund the ongoing electricity supply to the cabinet.
Enquiries from other Parish Councils’ suggest that the community at large like to contribute to the
funding of the Defibrillators with the Parish Council taking on the future maintenance and making good
any shortfall in contributions.
The estimated cost of the Defibrillator is £2500 but it is hoped that grants will reduce this figure. The
yearly maintenance costs are estimated at £100 but this depends on how many times the equipment is
used and this will be funded by the Parish Council.
Should you wish to make a donation towards the funding of the defibrillator, please make any cheques
payable to Cromford Parish Council and send them to the Clerk to the Parish Council. Springwood
House, The Green, Wessington, DE55 6DQ
Any surplus funds will be set aside to fund additional defibrillators for the village.
We are sure we will have opportunity to thank you properly if you are able to make a donation, but for
now many thanks in advance for your donation.
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Dear Reader,
Thankfully Derbyshire has escaped the worst of the last few months heavy rain and the awful
flooding that has taken place in other parts of the Country.
However, preparedness is always important and in that regard the District Council Members
received an update from the Emergency Department at County Hall last week as to what
measures could and would be put in place in the event of an emergency.
The first thought, especially for Matlock Bath and Cromford turns to the question of flooding.
This has happened in the past and I for one have been keeping a close eye on river levels.
The Emergency team are asking for help with regard to potential flooding:
1. Parish Councils to help with organizing a volunteer force.
2. Somewhere in the locality where sand bags could be stored ready to deal with any flood
that might arise. These would be delivered empty in the first instance, so it will need some
careful though how best to deal with this idea.
Derbyshire Dales District Council, like all other planning authorities in the Country, has to
produce a Local Plan to cater for the large building program as directed by H.M. Government.
We have to provide a figure of some 6500 new homes to be built in the Dales by 2033. The
biggest problem we face is that 100% of these properties have to be built in 50% of land in the
Derbyshire Dales. The remaining 50% is under the control of the planning authority of the Peak
District National Park, and they do not have anything like the pressure our Authority faces to
have to build new homes.
The Local Plan was recently approved as a Policy at a recent meeting of the Local Plan
Committee, although there is still much more work to be done before it can be presented to a
Government Planning Inspector for approval. If the Authority fails to complete this task by 2017,
the Government have stated they will take over the task!
It is vital therefore that we do complete, and this means holding talks with other Constituent
Authorities, especially the Peak District National Park, to help in our endeavours.
A total of 28 new homes under the Local Plan have been provisionally approved to be located
on Slinter Mining land off The Hill, Cromford. However, this is not forced to happen yet, and
would still need a planning application to be submitted as and when the land owner sees fit to
do so.
Highways issues are still ongoing in Cromford, and I continue to keep pressure on the County
Councillor for the area and Highways Dept.
As ever, if anyone has any queries, then please do not hesitate to contact me.
Regards
Cllr Garry Purdy
Poppy Appeal 2015
Cromford, Bonsall, Dethick, Lea and Holloway Poppy Appeal for the Royal British Legion would
like to thank local residents and visitors for the wonderful support for the 2015 poppy appeal
collection.
This year we collected a grand total of just over £7,202 which included over £3,000 collected at
Masson Shopping Village for which we would like to thank the management of the shopping
village for their kind support.
J.D. Roose, Poppy Appeal Organiser
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District Council Reports - Masson Ward
"After the very successful introduction of the kerbside recycling scheme the District Council have
decided to withdraw the "Bring Site" bins from the District. So by the end of February the recycling bins
located at the Lime Kiln will no longer be available for use. If you are worried that you might have too
much waste to go into your blue kerbside bin remember that if you pack extra recycling material
carefully, using clear bags for your tins/glass etc, and piling up cardboard and paper, you can leave it
next to your blue bin and it will be taken away. THIS DOES NOT APPLY TO YOUR GREEN BIN AND
GARDEN WASTE, in that case you can keep it until the next collection date.
After the bins have been taken away the Lime Kiln area will be tidied and we are currently looking into
the possibility of using the extra space provided to offer a parking area for residents.
Last year a small group of residents got together to form the Friends of St Marks Churchyard. We have
information on grants which are available to help with the tidying of the churchyard, and plans include
getting rid of ivy, planting new and restoring old yew trees, and replacing railings. I will be going to the
archives to look for information about the churchyard and how it used to look, but if anyone out there has
photos of it in its former state and would not mind sharing them we would be most grateful. Please
contact me on the number on page 8. I know some of you are concerned about the new notice which
has been put up near the churchyard allowing dogs on leads and I have followed this up with officers at
the District Council. At the moment the decision to allow dogs in there on a lead stands, but if you have
any views on that could you let me know.
You might have noticed that the litter bin has gone from next to the Bear Pit, this is being replaced by a
larger one up near the School.
And finally can I congratulate the Parish Council on their splendid new web site which is currently under
construction. This will be a very useful resource to help you all know more about your own Council and
what it does for the village. Can I suggest that you take a moment or two to look at Derbyshire Dales
website as well. If you have not done so before you will be amazed at the amount of information that is
on there which will keep you up to date with goings on locally.
Until next time, enjoy the springtime.
Joyce Pawley

Cromford Community Centre
It is now ten months since a well-attended meeting at the Community Centre resulted in the
setting up of a new Committee and the appointment of new trustees to take over the running of
the Centre as the long-serving team retired. Since then progress has been made on
maintenance arrears and the big hall has been used for events including the annual model
railway show, a national Morris Dancing convention, a fashion show and the Christmas Market,
when the Cromford Band played at the end of the lantern procession.
However, a series of staffing problems have led to the closing of the downstairs Club bar as
you will have noticed! Please note that the upstairs facilities, the large and small halls, are up
and running. Most weekday evenings are fully booked, but there is plenty of day-time and
weekend availability. The new team is struggling to keep up with their responsibilities and a
decision on the future of the downstairs bar is urgently needed. What do you think? Can you
help?
We invite you to an open meeting in the upstairs front hall on Saturday March 5thth at 7 p.m.
tea and coffee will be served
For more details contact: Debbie Carey 07984 157765,
Malcolm Scothon 01629 820909 or
Nick Grayshon01629 583924.
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Celebrating Cromford
th
th
17 -19 June
2016
th

Planning is underway for Celebrating Cromford this year. We’ll start on Friday 17 June in the
evening with our grand opening ceremony. Saturday will be the usual fun for all the family
including the school fair, fell race, market stalls, music and events all around the village. Sunday
will be a relaxed affair, beginning with the open air inter-denominational church service, followed
by music and a BBQ to finish things off on Sunday afternoon. Let’s hope the weather is kind to
us this year!
th

The popular Open Gardens will be on a different weekend this year- Sunday 10 July, giving
chance for our beautiful gardens in Cromford to bloom. We also hope that local groups and
businesses will support the pallet gardens once again, as they were a striking addition to the
village. If you are interested in producing a pallet garden or would like more information, please
contact Isabelle (Tel. 823776 or isabelle.chatfield@googlemail.com).
To continue organising events for the village, Celebrating Cromford desperately needs more
help. It would be great to get more people involved - for new ideas and a few extra pairs of
hands. There is a danger that if we can’t recruit more volunteers, Celebrating Cromford won’t
take place next year. If you enjoy Celebrating Cromford events, please consider getting
involved. Come along to one of the meetings, drop-in sessions or contact us by phone/ email.
We’d love to hear from you!
Dates for your diary:
Tuesday 8th March: CC planning meeting (7:30pm at The Greyhound)
th
Saturday 19 March: CC Drop in session - come along to share your thoughts. There will
be refreshments served and children’s Easter crafts activities available to keep the
younger ones busy (2pm, Methodist Church hall)
th
Monday 28 March (Bank Holiday Monday): Easter Egg Hunt on North Street / Cromford
Primary School - look out for more details soon
Tuesday 12th April: CC planning meeting (7:30pm at The Boat)
th
Tuesday 10 May: CC planning meeting (7:30pm at The Greyhound)
Friday 17th - Sunday 19th June: CELEBRATING CROMFORD 2016!!!
Get in touch:
Email: action@celebratingcromford.org
Tel. 01629 826277 Marie (Chair)
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
Cromford Parish Council Website

http://www.cromfordparishcouncil.org.uk/
There is a new way of contacting the Parish Council via the web-site:
http://www.cromfordparishcouncil.org.uk/contact-us/
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Your Station Needs You - Join the award winning team
Cromford Station volunteers have been busy for several months making the station approach
more open and welcoming. Already the work has won a major award that is recognised by the
new blue plaque on the station platform. Laurel bushes have been removed and any remaining
stumps regularly pruned; native woodland flowers and tree saplings planted and planters set on
the platform rails.
We are hoping to have forestry commission consent to the removal of some large trees soon
and need to do more work on the roadside.
Volunteers meet from 9.30 to 12.30 on the first Friday of the month, and the third Tuesday of the
month at the same time. If you would like to join us then, for details, please contact :
Alastair Morley
Community Rail Officer
Economy, Transport and Environment Department
Derbyshire County Council
County Hall
Matlock DE4 3AG
01629 538062
st

1 Cromford Guides
st

This year at 1 Cromford Guides we have been to a dairy farm and visited a flock of lambs in
pursuit of our ‘Animal Active badge’, been ice skating, played countless games, had a film night,
been out to the illuminations, had a teddy bears picnic, baked cheese scones, learnt campfire
songs and taken part in a mad science evening. Currently we are working towards our
‘Chocolate badge’ which means we are eating a lot of chocolate, finding out about its history
and experimenting with different chocolate styles and recipes. At the end of term we plan on
holding a talent show to showcase the various talents of our guides.
In the summer some of our guides were lucky enough to go to Peak 2015 where we were able
to take part in various other activities, abseiling, caving, climbing, canoeing, crate stacking,
crafts, clay pigeon and air rifle shooting, pioneering, trampolining, hover craft driving, Segway
and tractor riding, discos and so much more. Sadly at the end of Peak we said goodbye to two
of our much loved leaders Kath and Amy, thankfully they are still able to visit us from time to
time. Now Cromford Guides is run by a fantastic leadership team of Naomi, Kendra and Emily.
We were all guides once and feel driven to give something back to guiding and the girls. Kendra
has recently completed her Leadership Qualification and Emily has completed her Young
Leader Qualification.
After Christmas we were given the fantastic news that we have been successful in a grant
application from the DDC ‘Local Projects Fund’ who have pledged us money to help raise
enough for one of our leaders to take their minibus licence. This will allow us to continue taking
our guides on inexpensive but exciting trips.
If any of these activities sound enjoyable to you or your daughter, sister or friend then come
along and join us at:
Cromford Methodist Church
Tuesday 7:15 9:00
Ages 10 14 for Guides and 18+ for Leaders.
Contact Kendra Bush 070904436853 on or Naomi Beckett at naomi-beckett@hotmail.com for
more details or visit www.girlguiding.org.uk

Clean up for the Queen

Contact Details

The National Federation of Women's Institutes is
publicising a "Clean Up for the Queen" in early March,
to mark the Queen's 90th birthday.

Clerk To the Council: Dawn Land 01773 831025
Email: cromfordparishcouncil@hotmail.com

The Parish Council would like residents to be involved
with this. We thought it would be best for people to
clean up a part of the village near their homes.

Parish Councillors
Chairman: Cllr. Russ Boyack

823111

We are also considering whether residents would be
prepared to help with cleaning an area such as Church
Walk, or the Market Place.

Cllr. Jeremy Beckett

822659

Cllr. Philip Benfield

825688

Cllr. Barbara Bowman

822889

Cllr. Carol Easton

822117

Cllr. Julie Lowe

584552

Cllr. Sue Mosley

822924

Cllr. Joyce Pawley

825431

Cllr. Derek Roose

822544

Cllr. Mike Whitworth

825489

St. Mark’s Churchyard and Station Approach already
have volunteer teams keeping an eye on them and
making them more attractive and these teams would
also welcome more help.
Please contact one of the councillors listed on the left if
you would like to take part.

Action Fraud

Fraudsters are sending out virus infected emails
that claim a package has been seized by HM
Revenue & Customs upon arrival into the United
Kingdom. The official looking scam emails
claiming to be from Royal Mail contain a link to a
document which will install malicious software on
your computer designed to steal credentials like
account names, email addresses and passwords.
To help the spread of the virus, the email also
says: “you will need to have access to a computer
to download and open the Zip file”. If you receive
one of these e-mails, do not click on any links or
download any attachments and report it to
Action Fraud.

Parish Footpath Officer: John Mee

Derbyshire Dales District Councillors:
Cllr. Garry Purdy

823636

Cllr. Joyce Pawley

825431

Derbyshire Dales Offices

761100

Derbyshire County Councillor:
Cllr. Irene Ratcliffe
Derbyshire County Council Hotline
0845 6058058

Contact Us

Please use any of the telephone
numbers above to contact a member
of the Parish Council

Name
Contact Details
(Please give an address in
Cromford, an email address or a telephone number for one of the councillors to contact you)
I would like to speak to a Councillor about

Please return to Cllr. J. Beckett, 43, Market Place, Cromford

Signed

This newsletter is published by Cromford Parish Council. It is edited by Councillor Jeremy Beckett and
contributions and suggestions would be welcomed for future editions.

